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a= the Bill provide= that no per=ons of blood
relationship shall he allowed to marry, I
offer no ohjection to its passage.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Comunittee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjonrned ol 550 pom.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 3rd November, 1932,

LraGr
Abtnual Estiinates. Vates and Teems disenssed 1585
Attorpey Genernl ... . - 1563
Minister for Mines ... - 1566
Comiieil of tudmtrlul l)euiapmour 4y .| ... 1585
Police 1583
Forest« ... 1590
Chill Welfnre am! lmtdmrr R(’Hrf e 1500
Unemployment Reliel . 1608
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers,
ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1932-33.
In Commitiee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous day, My

Richardson in the Chair.

Vote—Attorney General, £63,561:

THE MINISTER T'OR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [433]: T move—

That this vote be postponed.

HON, P. COLLIER (Roulder) [+34]:
T am sorry the Attornexy General is not pre-
sent this afternoon. but T eannot allow this
motien to be passed without expressing my
objection to o statement made by him last
evening. He is reported to have said that
the Pre<ident of the Arbitration Court had
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wade ridiculous remarks. The President of
thut court oceupics a position equal to that
of a judge of the Supreme Court. 1t is nol
permi=sible for any memhber of thix Houxe
to criticise a member of the Supreme Court
heneh,  Most of all, 1 <av, it iz unbeeoming
in the heasl of the Crown Law Depurtment.
the Afttorney General, to make a remark
that would bring eonfempt upon, or belittle.
a member of the Supreme Cowrt beneh, 1
could imagine the man jn the street, the
kerbstone eritie, mnking a rvemark of the
kind the Attornex General is reported to
have made, but it ix unthinkable that the
Attorney General shoubd offer eriticism of
this kind concerning the President of the
Arbitration Court. T hesitate to raise the
guestion in the absence of the Attoruey
Generval, and T am sorry he is not present.
Tt ill-becomes him to make remarks con-
cerning the holder of a position that is
equivalent to that of a judge of the Supreme
Court, and which savonrs of belittling the
ocenpant of that position, Tt is all very
well for our self-satisfied voung gentleman
to talk in this way, but if the remark had
been made by someone on the Esplanade ov
in the strect, the police would have taken
action. T regret very much that the Aftor-
ney (ieneral should so far have forgotfen
himself as to have given expression to the
opinion that any man eeeupying the posi-
tion of President of the Arbitration Court
had made a vidieulous statement,

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (lion.
(. (i. Latham—York—in veply) {4.38]: 1
was present during the dehate last evening.
but did not hear the remark attributed to
the Attorney Geuneral, He cannot, of course,
he held responstble for any anistake that
may have been made by the Press. At all
events, members will have an opportunity
of taking up the matter on the return of
the Attorney General on Tuesday next.
when no doubt a full explanation will he
made to the Touse. I agree it is right that
this Chamber should maimtain the dignity
of our courts. We have ne rizght to say any-

thing that would brine ridicule on our
ndges in the eves of the publie. TE we
here do not maintain the dignitx of our

indges, we cannot expeet anvone else to do
so. I can only say that the Attorney Gen-
eral wmust have heen mis-reported, T do
not remenmber that he made the remark at-
tributed to him. but T feel zure he will take
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the first opportunity to make amends if he
did say it. This is the first time 1 have
heard about the matter. Vhen the items
are heforc members next Tuesdny, the At-
torney Gieneral will have an opportunity of
making amends if he has not heen incor-
rectly reported, and members will have the
opportunity to discuss the whele matter.

Motion put and passed.

Department of the Minister for
{Hon. J. Scaddan).

Mines

Vote—Mines, £102 564 -

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
J. Seaddan—aylands) [4.40]: The BEsti-
mates of expenditure of the Mines Depart-
ment and one or two sub-departments do
not vary naterially from the actual expen-
ditnre of last venr, excepl that they show
a reduction of approximately £2,000. Tlhe
activities of the department are econtred
largely upon the production of gold, al-
though it is eharged also with the respansi-
bility of adwinistering all matters affecting
base metals, coal, and, if we are fortunate
enough to discover it, vil. At the moment
the most important feature of its aefivitios
is gold mining. It ean he said that of all
the industries in this State, and in Australin,
the mining industry is the most prosperous.
1t is prosperous not only hecause gold has
always been looked upon as a conunodity
which is readilv marketable, bat also De-
cause i6 maintains its market value. For-
tunately, from the standpeint of the State
and T believe of Anstralia as a whole, at
present gold has an enhanced value. This
15 evidenred hecause of the ready market
for it and the keenness of the demand for
it. The prodneers have had the benefit of
that demand and the additional valne repre-
sented by the premium in the form of the
difference in the exchange rate hetween Ans-
tralian curreney  and  sterling.  Western
Anstralia maintains the proud position of
being the premier gold producer in Austra-
lasia.  Unfortunately we are not producing
the saine ¢uantity, or have not heen doing
§0 in recent vears, that was produced in the
carly history of gold production.

Mvr. Marshall: AMuvial gold played a big
part in the ecarly days.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not now as abundant as reef pold. We
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reached onr peak year in 1903, when the
output totalled 2,064,000 ounces valued at
£8,770,000. The industry reached its lowest
point after that date in 1929, when the au!-
put was 377,716 onnees, valued at £1,602,001.
That wns a very serious drop, involving
over £7,000,000 in value. After 1929 rhe
industry hegan to go ahead again.  That
was due to the fact that Australia was just
entering upon what is only too well known
as a depression, a state of affairs which
generally gives advantage to the gold pro-

ducer. Tn 1931 the production of gold in-
creased to 310,372 ounces, wvalued at
£2972770, T am delighted to he 1in
a position  to  say that the inerease
in  production still eontinues.  ITor the
first nine months of this vear—tha
latest fignres T ean obtain are to the
end of September—production reached

a total of 445,314 fine ounces of an approx;-
mate value, ineluding the enhanced price of
pold and exchange, of £3,237,3G8, as against
a value for the whole of last vear of
£2972770. Compared with the first nine
months of 1931, the production this year
has shown an inerease of 93,350 ounces,
and on normal values that wounld represent
£397,626 ahove that recorded for the first
nine months of the previous year. Based
on the 72 per cent. premiuvm, which is
slightly helow the pereentage obtained at the
moment, that would mean an inereased value
of £683,917 over that of the production for
the first nine months of 1931, A few
months ago T stated T had reason to bhelieve
that this vear we would more nearly ap-
pmoaeh the produetion of gold valued at
£5,000,000 than for some time past, and a
nnber of people asserted that I was alto-
gether undunly optimistiec and that there was
nothing to warrant my making that state-
‘ment. As a fact, the average monthly ont-
put for the first nine months of this year
kas been 50,000 cunces in round numbers.
The actual produetion averaged 49,813 fine
ounces, If that average can he maintained
in the three closing months, we will have
a total production of 597,756 ounces. On
the other hand, there has been a gradual in-
crease monthly and 1 happen to know that
cxtra efforts are being made at the moment
because of the further inerease in the price
of gold. Thercfore during the three final
months we are likely to improve on that
average, aid T do not doubt that we shall
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exceed GU),000 ounces for the 12 months.
it, bowever, we reach 397,756 ounces only,
vonmally  that will represent a value of
2540463, With the premium of 70 per
eot—it will average mnore than that, and at
the moment it is 80 per cent.— -that will re-
present a value of nearly £4,3200040. In those
circumstunees, 1 teel confident that at the
end ot December it will be found that. with
the extra impetus that hax been given to
production due to the enhanced price of
wold, we shall not be <hort of gold recovery
worth, £5.000,000 for the vear, ax against
a value of just under €3.000,0 for last
vear, Of course T know it was probably
ubwise to make such an optimistic state-
ment at the moment T did, as we wore then
threatened with the loss of the gold bonus.
At the <ame time, T rather viewed it from
the standpoint that it wonld be » further
encourazement to those who have =een fit to
grant the gold bonus to continue it hecause
definite cvidence was there that the pro-
dnetion of a very desirable and essential
commodity was heing  increased as  the
months went on. Tf a bonus ean help by
inereasing the production of a commedity
that can find a ready market at enhanced
values, surely it is the type of production
that should receive the Lienefit of a honus,
and tho-¢ in the industry shounld not he dis-
courazed by the removal of that assistance.
1 say most emphatieally that the inereased
production of gold, as compared with any
other commodity 1 kuow of, helped very
materially in repaying the cost to the tax-
payers involved in the provision of the
bonus and also in the production of other
coimiodities by making avatluble the esseu-
tinls to enable the exchange and marketing
of those coimnodities. Instead of there being
any complaint against sueh a statement re-
lating to the possibility of gold production
incredsing to the extent I indicated, a con-
trary attitude should have been adopted and
should have stimulated those in charge of
the zovernment of Australia to continne
e-sential assistance fo encourage the pro-
duetion of a commnodity thai we all desire
shall be aupmented. Inereased production
was largely helped by virtue of the faet that
the Britizh Government’s going off the gold
standard enabled commodities to he placed
on the markets of the world. With the ex-
change rate in our favour, the inereased pro-
daction of gold has bheen of tremendous
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benefit to the State a~ a whole, 1t repre-
~eni~ one ot those happenings in the history
of a counlry that i not sppreciated in a
stnse. 1 have often said that it a Govern-
ment should take action to prevent some
diltenlty  arvising, no one  ever sugrests
that anything worchy of notice lias heen
done,  On  the other hand, if, after an
evil is apparent and dilliculties have actu-
ally  arisen, a (iovermment should take
activn to cope  with  that  situation.
they receive o fair amount ol public ap-
plause. The =ame thing applies to  the
stimulation of an industry such as  that
relating to geldmimingz. 1t is not easy lor
the people at the mowment—I refer to the
great hulk of the population—who live in
vlose contact with industries that have suf-
fered seriously on account ot the depreci-
ation and are no longer able to produce
at profitable prices, to realise what the in-
creased production of goll means fo the
State as n whole. When [ point oul that
in a little over two years the number of
men employed in the mining industry has
imereased by more than 78 per cent,, or,
in actual figures, by 3,223 additional men,
it ean be seen what has been happening
in the State. We ean realise what has
occurred im that industry by comparing
it with others that have suffered severe
blows, due to the depression. LY the gold-
mining industry, instead of employing ad-
ditional men and inereasing itz production,
had fullen awav to the extenl that the
pastoral, timber und wheatgrowing indus-
tries have done, it is hard to visualize
what might have happeped here.

Mr, Marshall: You have referced mevely
to the wages men, but what about those
who are out prospecting, for instance!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ appre-
ciate thot faet; 1 have heen referring so
far merely to those actually cmploved in
the mining industry. [f the industry had
not received the benelit of the enhanced
price of gold and the exchange rate, but
had been carried on a~ it was in 1929,
without any variation, it would have meant
that we would have had te provide for
an additional 3,223 men quite apart from
those who have to receive assistance fo-
day. That would be in addition, also, tn
those who are now out prospecting and
are not accounted for a-~ heing emploved
in the goldmining industry,
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My, Marshall:  1f wmy information i3
correct, a large percentnge of the man
emploved on the Ciolden Mile came {rom
the Eastern States.

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES: 1 do
not think that is correct.

My, Marshall: A fair percentage,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Possibly
there were a few from the Bastern States,
but I do not think moest of them came from
those parts.

Mr. Marshall: Take the position at
Wiluna. A large proportion of those em-
ployed there migrated from the Fastern
Rtates.

The MINISTER KFOR JMINES: [ be-
lieve a fair number eame from other places
than the Bastern States, but that does not
alter the position much from the State’s
point of view. 1f the men are in employ-
meat, ond are engaged in produeing a com-
modity of value to Western Australia,
aed s are enabling trade and commeree
to be e¢nrried on with inereaging activity,
then the employment of those men is bene-
ficial to the State as a whole. Quite apart
from that, however, in the circumstances
I have ontlined there would have bgen that
additional 3,223 men who would have had
to he cared for by the State and to that
we way add another 30 per cent. repre-
senting those who would lose their em-
ployment but who to-day ave engaged in
providing the wherewithal fo enable the
men on the mines to he maintained. So
to the 3,223 men who have heen added
to the list of those employed in the gold
minegs, we ean inclnde another 2,000 nen.
[t means therefore that there are over
3,000 additional men who are on full-time
work at basic rates, and that is of tre-
mendons advantage to the State.

Hon. 1. €. Willeoek: When T said that,
when discussing the employment question,
and asked for additional assistance for
the mining industry, my suggestion did not
receive thtch consideration.

The MINISTER TFOR MIXES: It is
quite eazy to say that an industrv of so
much value is deserving of encnuragement.
The trouble is that T have never yet
known a peried in the history of the in-
dnsztry when the same thing has not been
<aid.  When the industry was deeclining,
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from 1903 to 1929, everyone said that the
State should do its best to encourage the
industry to revive.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: No.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hon J. C. Willecock: The object of the
assistance was to keep people in employ-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Now
when we find the industry 15 enjoying

.complete prosperity eompared with other

industries, it is suggested that the State
should do even mnre, The trouble is that
the State can assist any industry from
cither one of two sourees only. Tt ean
assist  from loan funds or from revenue.
If it is desired to assist from loan funds,
that means going on the open market fo
raise aa loan, and we eannot do that.

Fon. J. C. Willeock: You would have to
provide for the men anvhow.

The MINISTER FOR AMINES: 1 do not
wisl to argue that point at this stage. The
Fact remains that the assistance can he
rendered only  from those two sourees.
While other industries are on the bread line,
mnd some are below it, it is not easy to
ohtain revenne either in the form of direct
taxation or through pavment for services
rendered. Tt can be said on behalf of the
mining industry that its develanment of
recent years has been largelv without assisi-
ince from the Government. As a matier of
faet, we have had to withdraw some assist-
ance that we did furnish the industry, as
the Leader of the Opposition knows full
well.  The burden has now fallen upen tha
industry itself to provide for its expansion
where previously it was assisted from the
general revenue of the State.  While that
is g0, it is all the more satisfactory to know
that the ontlook is guite equal to what i
was a few months age, and fo-day is per-
haps even better. The Golden Mile has
heen completely revived during the last 12
months. Hon. members will know that for
a number of vears past a very definite fecl-
inz existed amongst those in a position to
speak, that what was required there was an
amalgamation of interests in order to en-
able eapifal to be found for the provision
of more up-to-date methods of mining and
treatment. Ti is plensing to know that, due
tn the eireumstances T have already men-
tioned, particularly the increased value of
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eold, a sotizfaciory amalgamation has heen
effecled between several mines ai Kalgoorlic
and additional capital has been found to
provide the necessary up-to-date mining
and freatment methods.

AMr. Marshall: Wiuna is the best example
in that regard.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
that, but Wiluna is different from the con-
ditions that have obtained at Kalgoorlie.
Wiluna started off with practically no pre-
vions mining of any great magnilude ar
that centre. Tt had not reached the point
even of exhausting the oxidised ore, the free
milling ore, which went to a depth of oniy
ahout 100 feet. The halance of gold-pro-
ducing ore below that level had not been
touched.  But in Kalgoorlie we had got
down to verv  great  depths, and under
condifions which I do not think wonld bae
aceeptable in mining practice to-day. How-
ever, different methods have been adopted,
which is very satisfactory. The falling-oft
in the grade ove, together with the in-
efficient methods previously prevailing had
made it look as if we were ecoming to the
end of mining operations on the Golden
Mile, but with the introduction of addi-
tional capital, more up-to-date plant and
more extensive operaiions, quite a new life
has been given lo the Golden Mile, and to-
day the outlook is brighter than at any
perind during the last 25 vears.

Mr. Patrick: That depends on the main-
tenance of the present price.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yo.
T am glad of that interjection, he-
cause it voices a Teeling which ap-
parently exists in a great part of our
communmity, namely, that the gold-mining
industry is actually living on the inereased
price of gold. That is not so. The industry
has in large measure used up the inereased
reutrn on the product for the purpose of
improving methods of mining and the plant.
with the result that if te-morrow we went
haek to a normal price of gold most of the
mines on the Golden Mile would be in an
infinitely better position than they have
been in at any time during the last 25
vears. Take the Lake View and Star. Pre.
sentlv T will give figures from the Sons of
CGwalia mine, which in recent years was
almost at the point of heing serapped.

Mr., Marshall: They were salvaging it.
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The MINISTER FOR JMINES: VYes,
but the member for MHannans, as Minister
for Mines, to his very great credit wenl to
their assistance by providing sufficient
funds to enable them to do addilional de.
velopmental work, with the result that to-
day the mine has ahead of it many years ol
life on a profitable hasis.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: 1T know it gave the
member for Hanuans a leadache trying to
find the money for them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 do not
know of anything which has Dbeen hetter
worth while. Any assistanee on a scale such
as that must give the person providing it
a headache, because it involves tremendous
risk. If you lend o man a pound when you
have only 10s, vou have occasion to worry
if he fails to pay back that pound. When
the member for Hannans lent them that
70,000, he must have had a headache, and
if they had not been able tfo repay the loan
that headachz would bave econtinued and
cevun beecome accentuated. The Take View
snd Star is probahlv the best example of
what lias been done and ean he done in the
vevival of the industry. Those who know
the history of the industry on the Golden
AMile will know that for a number of years
thut ine had a very prosperous carcer,
The Lake View at one time produced a ton
of gold per wmonth.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Yes, for six months

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, six
months on end. Buf apart from the fact
that it was a wonderful adverfisement for
the State and for the nune, T do not know
that it was in the hest interests of the State
in the long run. for they worked out a very
rich chute, leaving a mnss of lower erade
ore, perhaps never ta he recovered. The
Horseshoe, the Chalfers deep lead and the
Hannans Star had verv chequered coreers,
sometimes  producing  profitably  and  at
other times at a loss, But with an amalga-
mation of all those leases, the introduetion
of up-to-date treatment plant enabled them
to treat a greater tonnage per month and
although the tnrnover on a tonnage basis
was small, vet it meant a considerahle pro-
fit on the vear's working. The improved
plant provides for increased treatment to
the extent of 30,000 tons per month. and ar-
rangements have heen made which will allow
themn to reach 40,000 tons per month. That
was a big venture, beeanse thex were not
perfeetly  cerfain  about  the  treatment
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method. Tt is true they had Wiluna to
guide them, but there was a difference in
the types of ore in the two places which
might have led to trouble. Actually there
is a differenee in the type of ore in various
part= of the Golden Mile, and while one
tyvpe is amenable to treatment in one mine,
is not in another. However, the amalgamated
leases have had a very satisfactory run, and
have been able to reduce their mining and
treatment costs. While 1 do not desire to dis-
parage any of our mining authorities, I
venture to sayv that the introduction of some
new blood wouid materially serve to intro-
duce new methods of mining. After all, if
the mining methods are wroug you can do
what you will in your treatment, hut it will
not. get a continuanee of profiftable mining
operations, The first essentinl is mining.
After that generally it is possible to im-
prove vour treatment methods and so in-
crease the fonmage output as fo enable a
small profit per ton to heeome a handsome
profit in the course of the year.

Mon. J. C. Willcoek: The methods em-
ployed in the old days were then equal to
perhaps the best in the world.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
true. At that period in the history of gold-
mining in Western Australia it might have
heen claimed that we were as far advaneed
in methods and treatment as was any other
gold-mining ceentre anywhere in the world.
It has often been said that in British in-
dustry the cry used to be “What was goed
enongh for grandfather is good enough for
me,”" and T am afraid we indulged that view
in this State. Still the awakening came,
and it compelled those controlling our big
mines in Kalgoorlie to look around for new

" tdeas, which have since heen introdueed on
a very satisfactory basis. And while they
have made great progress in point of treat-
ment, they have also mide gratifying de-
velopimenis undergromnd. At the 3,300 ft.
level the Chaffers deep lead is opening up
well, with every indication of values con-
tinuing at a greater depth. That is one of
the most satisfactory developments in re-
cent vears on the Golden Mile, that discov-
ery of a fairly high-grade ore at a greater
depth than ever our predecessors dreamed
of. 8o it looks as if there is still an un-
limited life ahead of us in the production
of gold in Kalgoorlic.  The power plant
is right up to date, and the only
feature that depresses me is the fact
that in order o operate that planf we have
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to nse an imported fuel. T am inclined to
believe they could easily change over from
ol eonsumption fo producer gas power. On
the Lake View and Star they have four
1,100 h.p. Diesel engines direetly connected
with the generators, and three 400 lp. Diesel
engines direstly conneeted with the air com-
pressors. It is o very up-to-date plant with
a total capacity of 5,600 h.p. and s a eredit
alike to those who designed it and ihose
who are operating it.

Hon. 1. C. Willeoek: What about pulver-
ised coal for fuel?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
think yon can use pulverised eoal in a
Deisel engine. Of course it can be nsed for
the generation of steam, but that has not
hoen the trouble. I doubt if pulverised coal
counld produce steam cheaper than they have
been doing by the use of firewond.  But
they can nmech more satisfactorily produee
clectricity with this type of engine than with
the ordinary type of steam engine. And
there are other difficulties, sneh as water
and so on, and so after careful consideration
they have changed over to oil fuel, which
means importation.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie:  Let us hope thaf
pretty soon we too shall get oil.

The MINISTER TFOR MINES: We are
very much nearer to that than we were 10
vears ago, and I hope that in the near future
oil may he found within our own borders,
T had an opportunity o fortnight ago to go
out over the goldfields firewood supply line
over which during the last 30 years they
have carried more than 7,000,000 tons of
firewood, from a place which most people
imagine to be a desert.  To-day they are
obtaining that wood in a loeality 137 miles
from Kalgoorlic. When a claim was made
for a reduction in the tariff on fuel oil,
it was said that it was an essential com-
modity for the production of power in Kal-
goorlie, and would become still more im-
portant because the supplies of fivewood
were rapidly beconting depleted. T was
astonished when I heard that, and I asked
the Forests Department to make a survey
to sce whether we were approaching that
stage. The department assured me that
with what might be termed natural refores-
tation there would appear to be many
seores of vears of supplies still ahead of us
which could be economieally obtained, and
that with proper metheds applied to our
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forests there would be at least 250 vears’
supply ahead of us, and probably by that
time we could ennsider whether the mining
industry would continue any longer. As the

member for Collie said when recently I told

him of thig, since that will see us all out
we are not very much concerned. The gold
mining industry has been valuable, not only
by reason of the production of pold, bhut
also by the production ol firewood at the
rate of 1,000 tons per day, thus constifuting
a very salbisfactory  subsidiary  industry.
The introduction of il az a fuel has had
the effect of reducing the output of lirewoud
to 700G tons per day, and unfortunately the
difference means a reduction in the number
of men emploved and a loss in the cirenla-
tion of the wages they would have reccived.
I say, therefore, that it ix one regrettable
feature of the introduction of what is
termed more up-to-date plant. 1 think it
can he shown that producer gas, as used by
the Sons of Gwalia mine, ean easily outdo
vil. That mine is working on a very sat-
isfactory hasis. The cost of production,
T believe, is down to that of the Lake View
and Star.

Tton. 8. W. Munsie: Their cost of pro-
duction is lower. Thev are producing
eleciric power cheaper than it is produced
al Walgoorlic with a Diesel engine,

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: The oh-
ject of introducing the plant was to gene-
rate electricity because that is the cheap-
est, casiest handled and most convenient
way of providing all the power required,
ceven that required wnderground. For a
numhber of years one of the most costly
aperatiens on the Golden Mile, particu-
Iavly on the Lake View and Star mine,
was that of hailing water from the mine,
but with the use of electricity and high
pressure pumps the water can he bailed
without inconvenience. In fact, one
hardly knows that the pumping is going
on. The only eost is the slight amount
for attention and that of produeing the
electrieity. If it is possible to use a local
commodity, which producer gias b=, aml get
the same results in power and at less
cost, 1t would be infinitely better, if if
were practieable, to change aver from the
use of an imported commodity such as
oil, at any rate until we ean produce oil
in the State.

Mr. Marshall: They ecould not change
over.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
advised that the tyvpe of Diesel engine
being used is built in such a way that it
¢an use crude oil or gax.  Whether it
would be possible to make the change-
over, | do not know, lowever, | mention
the matter of displnced men as one of the
sad features. The use of the 200 tons of
waood per day wonld mean the emplovinent
of 150 additional men, and the 150 men
together with others required to supply
their needs would mean the employvment
altorether of an extra 500 men.

lan. J. C. Willeoek: And  additional
railway men would be reruired io trans-
port commodities for their needs.

The MINISTER FOR MTINES: Yes.
The nndereround operations at the lake
View and Star have been very extensive.
Tharing the last 12 months 17.004) feet of
development work has heen eompleted.
Retter ventilation has been provided at
the lower levels, and the main haulage
ways have been connecied to provide for
electric: traction, TInstead of a man push-
ing a half-ton truck, the trueks are now
drawn by elestrie power to the shaft and
thence haunled to the surface, and this
work is heing done at much less cost than
previously. Withont introducing into the
dehate something foreign to it, T =hould
like to sav in passing that this twpe of
machinery is all to the mood. Where mach-
inery ean he used in that way, it does
not cause the displacement of lahour, ex-
vept that it involves some men changing
from ane avenue of emplovment to an-
other. As the eost of produetion per ton
ts reduced, additional ore hodies can he
mined that would not have heen mined
had the costs remained high. Conszequently
the same amount of emplovment i= af-
forded.

Mr. Marshall:
ing.

The MIXTSTER FOR MINES: Tt is all
a question of bringing ore of lower value
into profitable workinge and  extracting
eold from ore that would be unpavable
otherwise. Tn conneeting the main hanl.
age ways, the mine provided three drives
extending from the Tvanhee to Chaffers.
a distanee of 2.600 feet. in order to afford
easier approach to ore bodies at different
points,

Tt means cheaper min-
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Hen. S. W, Munsie: 7Those drives are
more like railway tunnels.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
they are really wonderful as compared
with the drives in the mines as we knew
them 20 years ago. Speaking of the oul-
look, this work has considerably extended
the life of the Lake View and Star and the
position is more hopeful than ever before
in the lhistory of the mine. Another
poink is that the suecess there achieved in-
spires great hope for the balane: of the
Golden Mile, especially when we realise thal
at 3,000 feet the possibilities are as great
as ever, Very little work has been done be-
low a eouple of thousand feet in most of
the old mines on the Goldeu Mile: T wish
to mention the Boulder Perseverance mine,
becanse o different method of treatment has
been introduced there. The present mana-
ger, Mr. Blackett, is n metallurgist of high
standing and he believes that the hromo-
evanide nethod is more satisfactory for the
ore in that mine. He had an uphill fight
hetore he was ahle to induce the company
lo agree to introduce the plant, because it
meant the ontlay of a large sum of money.
Frentually the eompany agreed and
handed over the mine to Mr. Blackett with
lhe right to provide a freatment plant on
the uew hromo-cyanide system. The plant
cost £62,000, and that expenditure would
bave heen a serious matter from the stand-
point of the mine, as well as that of My.
Blackett, if it had proved a failure. T got
into touch with Mr. Blackett recently, and
lie advised me that although the mine is not
working full eapacity, the 14,000 tons
treated to the date of the last survey gave
an average extraction of 93 per cent. That,
{ helieve, is yuite as good as any percentage
obtained on the Golden Mile, andi it has
been achieved st a considerable reduction
of cost as compared with the old treatment
plant.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: They cestimafe 7s.
per ton.

"The MINISTER FOR MINES: From
present indications it appears to he a very
satisfactory nethod of treatment. The
plant is comparatively small. The whole of
it eould almost be put in the old engine room.
1f anvone wanted to see a heap of junk, he
ought to view the old plant on the Perse-
verance. Tt covers almost the whole of the
lease and one could almost get lost in the
maze. The new plant has a capaeity of
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700 tons per month. 1t is a eredit ta M,
Blackett, and I hope it will be beneficial to
the production of gold oun that mine.
Underground, there has been very satisfae-
tory development. At 88 feet helow the

‘1,100 feet level, a hore intersected an ore

body that gave an average assay of 343
vinees over a width of 1134 feet. Thai is
an excellent development. Therefore we ean
say that on the Bonlder Derseverance the
vutlook is brighter than it has heen for
vears., Perhaps most satisfactory of all is
ihe development at the north end. At what
1 call the north end is the Paringa mine,
The Parvinga is situated in proximity to the
Brown Hill and other famous mines that
have produced 28,000,000 tons of ore yield-
ing 18,000,000 ounces of gold of a value
of £72,000,000. In reeent years that end
of the Golden Mile has been regarded as
ahout closed down.

Homn. 5. W, Munsie: Almost cxtinet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: JFrom
1810 to 191G the Pavinga company’s lease,
worked on a tribute, yielded 43,489 tons of
ore valued at £79,519. During the present
company’s development work a discovery of
are was made at the 100 feet level and
driven north for 323 feet, disclosing ore np
to 14 feei in width earrving high values
The main shaft has been sunk to n depth
of 1,300 fect and the mine is equipped with

winding and hoisting machinery and all
accessories.  The directors of the company

contemplate dianwond drilling at a cost of
several thousand pounds, to make a thor-
ough survey of the ore hodies at depth.
Only last week they asked the Government
to allow the Covernment Geologist, or an
officer of his department, to confer with the
attorney of the company to fix the sites for
the bores in order that the hest possible re-
sults might be obinined. It is to the eredit
of the department that the company should
have asked for the assistanee and adviee of
our officers. Tt iz evidence {hat they appre-
ciate the services of the officials, T was ad-
vised by Professor Woolnough that we have
in the Mines Department of Western Ans-
tralia, on the mineralogical side, men prob-
ably as good as, if not better than ean be
found in anv part of Australia, and perhaps
in any part of the world.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: And do not forgei
that a good deal of the eredit for the dis-
coveries in the Sons of Gwalia is due to the
officers of the department.
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The MIXISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
that is all to the eredit of the officers. Un-

fortunately, at the moment, thexr have to
arcept for their more than usunally valnable
serviee- a reduction in the same ratio
as other officials, Although the indus-
try i< enjoying prosperity, the officers
of the department, even those on the
goldtields, are not receiving as much as they
would be entitled to have under different
condifions,  MHowever, they are not com-
plaining, omd they are doing their work
well. The Broken Hill Proprietary Company
also asked for the services of one of our
officers, and he has been with them ever
since they started operations here. All that
iz evidence that the officers of the depart-
ment are satisfactory. The Paringn lodes
are practically unideveloped, except at shal-
low depths. There iz good venson to hope
that another large gold producer is now in
the making at Kalgoorlie, and that many
other mines will gain a prolongation of life
throngh the infroduction of modern treat-
ment plants, fresh discoveries, increased
price of gold and the general revival in gold
mining interests, Tt may bhe possible that
furthier operations in the Paringa mine at
depth will enable the company to trace the
eontinnance further north of the lede which
hins produred gold to such tremendous value.
Tet ws now proceed .further north to the
Fans of Gwalia mine, to which I previously
veferred hriefly. T have told the Committee
what arose out of the assistance rendered
ile mine by my predecessor in offce. Dur-
ing the nine months January to September,
1932, the mine has produced and treated
107.822 tons of ore for a recovery of gold
of standard value of £138.605. This recov-
ery includes n small amount of gold from
the re-trentment of 6,885 tons of sand. The
old =and dump was exhausted in April, so
there will be no further re-treatment. Fx-
change and gold premiums during the
rerind amounted to £66,704. The profit on
ordinary working expenses was £12,574, so
that the gzross profits amounted to £79,279.
Capital expenditare accounted for £22,672,
leaving a net profit for the nine montbs of
£56,606. The tntal cost of mininz and
treatment operafiona was £126,030 eyual to
23s. 4.53d. per ton of ore milled. That is
faivly ~atisfactory, and 15 evidence of earve-
Ful mininz and caveful treatment.

Hon. % W, Munsie: It shows very effi-
cient management, zeeing that the mine is

o)
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200 ipiles north of Xalgoorlie and has (o
bear the cost of extra railway freights, ete,

The MTINTISTER FOR MINES: Yes. Tt
i« pleasing to note that, during the period.
the company have continued to pursue an
active programme of underground develop-
ment work in addition to equipping the
plant and machinery with necessary addi-

tions. The ecompany have reduced the
amouni of the Government loan consider-
ably.  As a matter of fact, the only money

the Government have to assist the industry
is that which is heing repaid hv the Sond
of Giwaliz in reduction of the advance made
kv my predecessor. The reports from the
Tuspector of Mines indieate that ventilation
and working condibions underground arve
thoroughly satisfagtory. Attention has been
paid o those matiers as well. Tn passing,
may I say that under Mr, Edquist, the eom-
pany have been able to establish very defi-
nitely that producer gas ean e most econ-
omicallv used in the production of elee-
tricity. T wish to make reference to Wiluna
hecanse all eves are on Wiluna. In recent
vears we have had opinions from all clagses
of poople tegarding the possibilities of
Wiluna. A huge sum of money was found
t: develop that helt of ecountry, and at the
ontset there was some criticism because of
the time that elapsed: hefore the eompany
actnally eommenced operations, It was
even suggested that the company were de-
I’berately delaving ihe ecommencement of
cperations because they had no faith in the
venture, Tt was satd thev thought that
sponer or later it would break down, and it
was alleged that a number of shareholders
were unloading on a satisfactory market
hecanse they were not prepared to hang on
until the treatment of the ore was started,
lest the same trouble as was previously ex- -
perienced recurred. Apart from delay that
was only to he expected from the initiation
of such bir operations as the companv
undertook, mistakes  eounld easilv  ha
made, The company bhad nothing to
gmde them, The type of ore that
the companv hal to treat wns different
from any of which we had had experience.
The result was that adjusiments had to be
made. The adjustments are being made,
and it ean now be stated definitely that
Wiluna will remain for many vears a high-
Iy satisfactory producer of gold and em-
plover of labour. On these Bstimates I do
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not propose to make any reference to the
State batteries, whieh will be dealt with an-
der the hending of Stlate enterprises. There
again, however, we have definite evidence
of increased activity by =mall mines oper-
ated in the main by prospectors. In the
vear 19:30-31, ns indeed for many previous
years, Western Australia exported more per
head of population than any of its sister
States,  PFor that venr Western Australin
exported to the extent of £37 per head of
population, the uext neavest Stale heing
Queensland with £18 per head, and the re-
mainder of the States tailing off from £17
down to £10 per head. Mt present prac-
tieally the whole of onr gold production i=
exported.  Taking the volue of the 1931
output at £2,168,771 mensns that in effect £3
-worth of wold per head was exported From
this State. On the figures for the first six
months of this year, the zold export is ap-
proxumately £3 per head of population for
the half-vear. With a continuance of the
same activity in the industry, this amount
should double itself by ihe end of TDecem-
her.  All these things are evidence of the
tremendons value of zold wining to Western
Aunstralin. T wish to cxplain one item ap-
pearing on these Estimates, an item of ex-
penditure for last vear under Treasurer's
Advance. T refer to the apparent loss on
the exhibition of the Golden Fagle nugwet.
Hon. members may assume. f{rom the
figuves, that there has been a loss: but that
view does not puf the matter eorrectly. The
Auditor General's report shows the posi.
tion more clearly.  Particulars are to he
found on page 63 of that report. Tn the
Estimates a loss of £582 7s. 2d. is shown as
the result of the exhilition of the nugget.
This, however, is misleading, the actual posi-
tion being as follows—

Dy, £ s . £ 5. d.
Purchase of nugget .. 7435 4+ 2
Lioss on exhibition 346 7 2
Cr.
Proceeds of sale G647 13 1
FLess expenses .. 6,024 11 4
623 1 O
Local charities B8 R
Eastern eharities .. G702
T3 2™ 72
Total Profit |, €03 00
Vemlaor . LLaAER 4 2
Travelling and other
expenses . G0 14 4

———£6,098 18
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From these figures | argue that the pur-
chase and exhibition of the nngget have
heew  highly  satisfactory transactions. 1
leave the lstimates at that, in the heliet
that hon, members will realise that the
Mines Department did its work as well last
vear as it has done that work durving many
vears, nofwithstanding an enormous develop-
et in mining activity generally, which re.
sultecd in greatly increased demunds on the
officiats, Thev are entitled to veceive that
credit which is due to them becanse of the
work they have performed, and hecause of
the entirely satisfaciory munner in which
they have performed it.

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [3.38]:
At the outset T tender wmy congratulations
to the officers of the Mines Department on
thelr work. T have invariably found those
officers most obliging, cfficient and enthus-
iastic. As representative of a mining con-
stitueney T appreciate their serviees most
highly. They consistently endeavour to fos-
ter and develop the gold mining industry—
T restriet my remarvks to gold as being the
only mineral found in my electorate. DPer-
haps | might vefer to manganese, which
mineral eould be mined in large quantities,
but unfoertnautely its value has declined.
[t is pleasing to he able to say that the gold
mining industry is particularly prosperous,
thanks to the increased price obtainable for
the produnct, sx the Minister has stated.
There has heen o coneentration of effort
on gold mining to furnish a livelihood for
many unable to obtain other emplovinent,
by reazon of the depression.  Apart from
the men on the wages sheets of the various
mines praducing wold, there is an astomd-
ing number of men engaged in the scareh
for the precions metal.  I[n  travelling
through my electorate 1 have heen aston-
ished to find men formerly emploved in the
city setting out into the wilderness o pro-
vide themselves with the wherewithal of life
hy means of prospecting. Some have doue
well.  Others merely eke ont an existence,
but Fortune may smile upon them at any
moment and vichly reward them for their
toil and sacrifices. T protest against the
discontinuance of the gold honus afier its
heing paid for one year. On this subjeet
T disagree with the Minister for Mines. T
am convineed that numerous persons came
herve fromm the Eastern States, aitracted by
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the increased  aetivity  of
Golden Mile and on the other auriferous
belts of Western Australia. Having arrived
here, they set themselves to secure employ-
ment, and were successful. Thus Western
Australia has relieved other States of the
obligation to provide these new arrivals with
either sustenance or work. The Common-
wealth Government have also been relieved
i that respect, which fact venders the dis-
continnence of the wold honus an aet ot
peculiar unlairness.  Abnost  needless  to
sav. [ have no prejudice against the Ans-
trabans of the Eastern States; hut for every
Eastern Australian  who  obtains employ-
ment here, a Western MAustralian has  to
suffer, and probably becomes a charge on
the State Govecument, thus adding to the
large amount that has to he found by West-
ern Australian taxpayers  for unemploy-
ment velief. It is remarkable how influence
can be brought to bear upon the Federal
Government fo grant honuses and bounties
on all kinds of products necessitating the
employment of special agents o seareh ont
markets all over the world.  Because West-
ern Aunstraiia has done remarkably well in
the matter of gold production, and hecause
ihere is an advantage in the exchange, the
Federal Government withdraw  the gold
boins.  Other bonused industries, however,
derive advantage from the exchange. Exi-
dently the Federal Government cannot re-
sist the pressure of Eastern States repre-
senbalives, although Western Australian re-
prezentatives tail to secure recognition of
our just claims. Thousands of prospectors
proifucing gold are not producing it profit-
ably now, and to the extent that the bonus
wonld have bencfited them Western Austra-
lia i~ penalised.  Without prospectors the
gold industry must come to @ conelusion,
The prospector never knows what is hevond
the pick’s point, and thns iz always encour-
aged to continue.  However, the withdrawal
of the gold bonns haz discouraged prospee-
ing in general, and from that aspeet cspec-
ially | complain of the Federal Government’s
action, Again, the goid bonus would have been
of immense value to the prospectors, to say
nothing of the material value it would have
heen to the mines actually producing gold.
Ta-day prespecting for gold is very different
{rom what it was in the early davs, when
most nf the discoveries were first made in the

mining on the
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way of alluvial gold. The prospectors were
then running over the surface and it was for
the fivst time, 1 suppose, in the history of
the State, that white men had trodden those
areas. It was only tu he expected that big
quantities ot alluvial gold would he found.
Those fimuls materially assistpd fo pay ex-
peuses, and to advertize the pozsibilities of
zold being fuund in greater quantities in the
State. That is not the position to-day: it is
only on rare oeccasions that alluvial gold is
now discovered in any guantities.  Prospeet-
ing must be conducted wow on a more
seientiic basts and here we arve severely
handicapped ht the sense that we have not
men experienced scientifically to carry on the
work. To the ¢redit of the prospectors, how-
ever, we can say ‘that most of thew are
willing, self-sacrificing and most efticient. T(
the gold bonus had been continued, reduced
as it was, the payinent of it wonld have been
of great assistance to those men fortunate
envugh to find guld in small guantities. Our
voice of protest, however, is like one erying
in the wilderness: the Federal Government
have decided against us and therefore it is
for the State to do the hest it can to foster
prospecting and keep the indusiry actively
moving. There were quite quite a numher
of pessimists when Wilbua was  being
equipped with its plant and when extensive
experimental operations were being con-
ducted at that mine. It is remarkahle what a
wrear deal of information ean be obtained re-
rarding a gold mine Lrom an individual who
has little or no knowledge ar all about gold
wining. 1f [ wanted to know anything about
opcerations at Wiluna 1 had no difficulty in
learning what was taking place from some-
one who perhaps had never seen a gold mine
in his life. Soeh information was always
available, not on the particular goldfield
itself, but in the strects of Perth, I had kept
a watehful eve on the construction of the
plant at Wiluna and T was most intevested
in it, naturally. 1 was also interested in the
development that was taking place under-
ground, and 1 missed no opportunity of
keeping myself au {ait with what was taking
place on all the oveasions of my visiis to
Wiluna.  But in Perth [ was alway: told
that Wilapa was guiny to be a huge white
elepliant, and this came from those whoe pro-
fessed to know all abour it. I would counsel
thoze people to remain silent and not to throw
a damper on development work thaf might
be taking place in our goldmining centres.
Invaviably this information came from peo-
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ple whose experience of mining I do not
suppose extended beyvond the subsoil of their
gardens. I am more than pleased with ihe
developments thai have actually taken place
at Wiluna, and also that the northern end
of that belt of eountry will be developed. If
development takes place on right lines, the
whole of that aren will prove a wonderful
asset to the State. There are between 650
and 700 names on the payv sheet at Wiluna,
and to gauge the actual population of the
town one has only to multiply the number of
paid employees by four or five and you get
the total. The man underground generally
carries four or five other men, women and
children. So that but for the Wiluna gold
mine there would have been to-day another
1,500 or 2,000 people on the dole. I was
very pleased on the occasion of my last visit
to notice the prosperity that prevails in that
town and to learn there was a possibility of
its incrensing. 1t is the same with Meeka-
tharra and other districts in my electorate.
The time is rapidly appreaching when the
Big Bell, the Muraroa at Reidy's, and other
mines will be aetively working. [ helieve
every effort is being made hy those interested
in the various leases to raize the eapital that
will permit of thehr being equipped with
moidern  machinery. Notwithstanding  the
prosperity that is attending the goldmining
industry, 1 tell the Minister that there are
certain imacters he siwuld deal with immedi-

atelv. The prineipui one is the granting
of big wvesevvations. 1 wm not hostile
to the granting of extessive areas pro-
vided that moner can bhe found for

their development within a reasonable time.
There seems to be a desire, however, on the
part of certain individuals to aequire very
large auriferous areas and hold them out of
activity and in that way prevent others
from developing. The present system of
granting these reservations is wrong. The
Minister has power not to agree to grant
concessions, but unfortunately the outside
wotld are not aware of the granting of the
concessions. An individual will approach
the Minister, apply for an area and con-
vince the Minister it is necessary that it
shonld be granied to him. The Minister
grants it. Prospectors have ne knowledge
of what has taken place, and if they go on
any particular reservation and start pros
peeting, the holder may come along and say,
“You are on my reserve; get off.” Tt is
astonishing that such a thing could happen.
Tnsteasl of granting the reservations silent-
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lv—I have no desire to he offensive when
I use that word—and unknown to the rest
of the community or the distriet, the appliea-
tion could be made to the warden, and if
the warden was satisfied that it should be
granted, he ecould agree to the request. The
local people would then he aware of what
was taking place, and if they desired {o ob-
ject, they could do so. Moreover, the war
den would have a bhetter idea than the Min-
ister of the value of the area applied for,
and it would be easier for him to determine
whether the coneession should or should not
be granted. For instance, the reservation
ab Quinn’s involves an area of 5,000 acres.
That is an enormons area for one person
to hold in a small place like Quinn’s. The
prospector is excluded from entering any
part of that ferritory: neither is he able to
say where the rveservation starts or where
it finishes, Consequently he is nonplussed.
He is not even in a position to apply for
the forfeiture of the avea or any part of it
hecause of non-compliance with the coven-
ants of the reservation.

The Minister for Mines: Many of those
areas have been ahandoned for vears,

Mr. MARSHALL: Take the distriet of
Nannine. T suppose the whole of it has
heen prospected by thousands of men. First
they found a lot of alluvial mold. Then they
left and other men came and prospected
and they in turn left. That has been going
on for the last 25 or 30 wvears. The Minis-
ter granted the license, and when old Gus-
tafsen and others who had previously heen
prospecting there returned to the island to
have a look at it, ther were astonished tfo
find that a veservation had been granted and
thev could not touch it. The lessee has
dane nothing at all, vet he was able to ex-
clude those men from further prospecting
That  applies  throughout the goldfields.
Men leave a helt of country to-day but they
return to-morrow. The fure of gold is the
cause of that. T offen talk fo men in the
reserves and there are men in the 01d Men’s
Home and in the Wooroloo Sanatorinm
whose one desive is to get back fo some place
where they worked previously. Naturally.
when they ae able to do if, they vo back.
When such roneessions ave granted, how-
ever, tho-¢ inen ave prevenied frowm work-
ing. .

The Minister for Mines: The lessee is
raising capital to develop a territory that
requires capital, and it cannot he developed
in any other way,
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Mr. MARSHALL: | do uot agree; it can
be developed in many other ways. If there
is a company or an individual who ean
bring in balf a million of moeney o develop
an area, the lease should be granted, but 1
object to the length of time for which such
reservations have heen granted. Take the
Bill Bell: the Government subscribed some
money when Mandelstamm first took over the
Big Bell and Little Bell. Alongside those
leases was a re-erve granted by the Mines
Department berause, in the proeess of the
boring carvied out hy Mandelstamm,
sisted by Government money, it was discov-
cred that the deeps were out of his lease, A

ns-

reservation wasz made something like five

miles by three milez on the ecastern side of
the lease. All those leases plus the veser-
vation have been held up for three vears (o
my knowledge, and have not been touched.

The Mintster for Mines: Previously they
were touched, and no good could he done
with them. The only method of working
the Big Bell is that adopted at Wiluna,
ad no prospector can do that.

Mr. MARSHALL: On that the Minister
and I have alwavs disagreed. Take Wil-
una: From the rrvst we disagreed on what
he was deing there, and I still argue that
had the leases at Wiluna been forfeited
when their forfeiture was sought, Wiluna
would have been operating long before it
started.

The Minister for Mines: Not at all

AMr. MARSHALL: T shall always hold
my own opininn on that. Tt the Minister's
contention is right, he implies that the
anly individual who knew the value of
those leases was the then lessee.

The Minister for Mines: It was nat 2
yuestion of the value of the leases. Every-
hody knew that no one could treat the
ore helow the oxidised zone at that time.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tlere were mining
men it Kalgoorlie at the time who en-
deavoured to get thoxe leases on several
oveasions with the idea of raising monev
to work them. but they were prevenied
from doing =0 Dhecause the then lessee
wanted the lion’s =~hare, He waunted as
much monev for the leases us was neces-
<arv to equip and develop them, and men
who knew the districr wonld not pay the
price.

The AMinister tor Mines: You know as
-well as T do that .different svstems of
treating the are helow the oxidised zone
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were tried, and every one failed. Under
one system. everyvthing but the gold was
recovered.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 know the history
of Wiluna.

The Minister tor Mines: So do L

Mr. MARSHALL: Alihough the then
lessee floated the Wiluna leuses, the first
man to go there on behalf of the com-
pany that had taken over the leases was
an experienced mine manager of Kalgoor-
lie, who years before had attempted un-
stceessfully to get the leases. He did all
the work., The lessee did nething. The
lessee’s experience was never availed of
to plan the develgpment of the Wiluna
mine. He secured a very handsome prize
and came out of it very well finaneially.

The Minister for Mines: The State came
ont of it well, and that is the main point.

Mr. MARSHALL: The State would have
reaped the henefit 10 vears ago 1f the
leases had not been held up.

The Minister for Mines: That is an
assertion that can be disproved.

Mr., MARSHALL: It is not an asser-
tion. Let me return to the Big Bell mine.
It is of no use the Minister advancing the
argument that there is only onc man who
is able to raise moneyr to develop those
leases.

Mr. Angelo: ls he doing anything now?

Mr. MARSHALL: No.

The Minister for Mines:
is.

Mr. MARSHALL: Two and half or
three vears aga, after having finished
with the Government hoving, the lesses
went to England and promised the then
Minister for Mines (Hon. 8. W, Munsie)
that he would be back with half a million
of monex in praetieally no fime, Since
he left, Wilnna has been developed: since
he left the inferest rate for money has
fallen from 3 or 6 per cent to 2% ner
cent. He has heen in Encland the whole
of that time—

The Minister for Mines:
the monev before him.

Mr. MARSHALL: But a lot of moner
has heen brought in from the O0ld Coun-
try since then. He told the then Minister
for Mines that he wonld be back in no
time with money fo emuip and develop.
tha-e lease<. That was nearly three vears
ago.

Of course he

Wiluna got
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The Minister for Mines: It must be
over three years.

Mr. MARSHALL: Assume it is ouly
three years.  The Under Seeretary tor Mines
told e that he had received a eable Erom
the lessee to the elfect that money and
diamond drills for further boring on those
leages were being brought out. Lf there
wits nny  prospect of the lessee raising
money to develop those leazes, the oppor-
tunity would have ocrurred during the
last three years. Although he said that
diamond drills and money were being
brought out to continue the work, neither
diamond drill nor money nor the lessee
has heen seen in the State since.  That
gentleman has had a reasonably  good
spin from the department.

The Minister for Mines: T do not deny
that he has.

Mr. MARSHALL: T go further and say
he has received too much consideration,

The Minister for Mines: T do not think so.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Mines Depart-
ment wounld be justificd in ealling a halt to
the concessions.

The Minister for Mines: We have not
acted without consnlting those in a position
to advise ns, You talk about cheap monev
in London. Tt was not cheap money.

Mr. MARSHALL: I say that wmoney i3
now cheaper than when he went to England.

The Minister for Mines: No: the hank
rate is lower, hut that does not make money
cheaper,

Hon. d. . Willeock : There was a prohi-
bition in England against sending money
out of the country.

AMr. MARSHALL: T did not wani to
mention the name of the lessee.

The Minister for Mines: Everyhody
knows to whom you are veferring.

Mr. MARSHALL: Having regard to il
statements made by the Minister and by
Mandelstamm

The Minister for Mines: What would be
the good of puiting him ovut and putting in
someone who would mot do any better?

Mr. MARSHATLL: If that eontention is
sound, we ¢an hold out no hope of the north
end of Wiluna being developed. Only ve-
cently Mr. Claude de Bernales went o Eng-
land and he feels ennfident that he will got
money to develop the north end of Wiluna.
The Minister’s argwment is that it i= of ne
use taking the leases from Mandelstanm,
because he is in Fnglard, and may raise the
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vioney, and is the only man who ean raise
the money. '

The Minister for Mines: 1 dJdid not suy
that. He bas wade an effort,

Mr. MARSHATL: And has failed.

The Minister for Mines: e has wot
failed.

Me. MARSHALL: He has failed dis-
mally, to my mind,

The Minister for Mines: e is trying fo
raise the money now.

Mr, MARSHALL: 1 read in the paper
that two experts .

The Minister tor Mines: Tt is the same
old story that one man has something and
sdmebody clse wants if,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Give him anothev
12 munths.

AMv. MARSHALL: The Ministor is nol
fair in making that statemnent; T have not
in mind any man who wants those leases. 1
have been quite fair lo the Minister. Any
man who eonll convinee me that he had a
chanece of raising money to develop aurvifer-
ous leases such as the Big Boll would re-
eeive from me reaonable time and all pos-
~ible encouragement. But three or four
years is not rensonable.

The Minister for Mines: 1 do not think
thut is fair. You know the conditions that
have prevailed. The memher for Geraldivn
told yon that during o fair part <f that
peried there was a prohibition against send.
ing money here,

Haon, J. €. Willeock: Or anywhere out
of England.

Mr. MARSTALL: How long is it sinco

the prohibition was lifted? MHas it boen
lifted ?

Hon. J. C. Wileock: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then what fook

Claude de Bernales Home? Fie is recognised
as almost an expert in raising monev. Hec
has gone Home with all those reservations
-—and he has a lot of other concessionz he-
rides the north end of Wiluna—with fle
iMen of raising wmoney, and what possible
iope has he of raising money if what the
member for Goraldton said is cerrect?

Hon. ). ¢. Willeock: e is probably act-
ing now so that, when the prohibition is
lifted, he ean get the money.

Hou. 8. W. Munsie: I honestly believe
that when he returns he will bring back at
lenst £5,000,000 for invesiment in gold min-
ine in Australia.

Mr. MARSHATL: Tf he suceeeds, no one ’
will be more pleased than I.



[3 XoveMueRr, 1932.]

The Minister for Mines: You always eri-
ticise hefore the event.

M. MARSILALL: That i~ not right,

The Minister For Mines: You know there
are certain low-grade propositions that can
be ddeveloped only by massed prodnetion and
that an aggregation of capital is necessary.
How are yvou going to get the awgresation
of eapital otherwise?

My, MARSHALL: I argue that having
ziven the lessee rveasonable time in which
to raise the money, and he having failed, 1the
lesses =honld be forteited.

The Minister for Mines: He has not
Fandend,
Mr. MARSHATL: Then T shall be

pleased when a greafer degree of snecess at-
tends his effortz.  The leases have heen held
lor three or four venrs, nothing has heen
done, and exemption after excmption haz
been granted.

Nitting swspended from £.15 to 7.30 p.om.

Mr. MARSHALL: No good purpose will
he served by pursuing any further the sub-
jeet of the exemptions that are continually
aranted to lessees of mining tenements. It
i a wrong principle to continne granting
exemptions to individunls who, though they
may promise to secure monev, fail to do so
within » rveasonable time. What is it that
worries the Minister in the matter of grant-
ing those mining coneessions in the same
way that a lease is granted? T ean see no
ohjection to an application for a reservation
going fo fhe warden in the ordinary way.
and the individual applying for a lease:
but the Minister can see a 1ot of ohjections
to that procedure. Very large areas ave be-
inz held up becanse prospectors have no
richt to mo upon them, whereas they could
he wranted to other applicants in the ordin-
ary way, [ am puzeled to know why the
Minister cannot see that. He declaves there
are many things to prevent him from bring-
ing down an amendment to the Act, or to
making this alteration possible by resula.
tion. T should like to know what trouble
would ensue if people were allowed to make
application to the warden for some reser-
vation. T do not want any interference with
the prezent proeedure in regard to the for-
faifure of gold mining leazes, but T do want
~ome amendinent to the mining Aet. T
am the lessee of a gold mining tenement or
prospecting area. this may be subject to for-
feitnre. Tt must not he foreotten that most
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of the leazes are held in small communifies
where the peuple ave all interested in each
other. A friend of mine may desire {o ob-
tain the right to prospect on the lease [
am holding, or to find eapital to enable him
to open it up. He hesitates te apply for
forfeiture of the lease hecanse he may live
in the same eommunity as 1 do, and on per-
sonal grounds may not wixh to make the
application,  That  =sort of position has
arvisen on mnre than one oceasion in my
clectorate.  Some imdividual may have had
the temerity o apply for the forfeiture of
a lease on ground that is well within the
mining laws,  Thereupon the holder of the
leage raises a small army to oppese the ap-
pliecation, and the person who tvants the
Corfeiture raizes another small army of
) eople around lim. A miniature warfare
thereupon ensues, and nothing but abuse
woes on hetween the two factions. T do not
ohject to that sort of thing. hut T do want
the Minister to embody in the mining Act
A section to provide that an inspector of
mmines may eall upon the lessee of any land,
that is the subjeet of a gold-mining teno-
wment or prospecting aven, to show caunse
why fhe lease should not be forfeited. T
an individeal living in the town did not
want to spply for the forfeiture of a par
ticular leaze, he could then inform the in-
spector of mines that the property was not
hemg worked aceording to the mining laws.
The inspector could then examine the lease,
and it cefisfed that the Aet was not beine
conplied with, he could eall upon the lessea
to shaw cans, why forfeiture should not
ensue.  Surely the Minister.ezy cec that no
complications wonld arise if the Aet were
amended In this direction.

The Minister for Mines: That is no new
idea.

Mr. MARSHALTL.: T have never been
able to prevail npon any Minister for Mines
to eonsider seriously such an amendment,

The Minister for Mines: What wonld you
do after forfeiture: fo whom would von
zive the prior rightY

Mr. MARSHALL: [ am not concerned
ahont prior rights, When an inspector
called upon a man to show efaunse whv a
lease should nof be forfeited, no prior right
shonld enter into the question. The lease
would then he open to anyane lo apply for.
Tt no applieation was made. and the holder
of the lease did not comply with fhe terms
under which it was issued to him. it wonld
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revert to the Crown, which could then in-
vite applieations for if, That is the sort
of thing that happens in the ease of any
other land that is taken over from the
Crown. I ecan see no objection fo an amend-
ment of that sort being emhodied in the Aet.
The Minigter knows that beeause men he-
come closely associated with each other in
these small places a good deal of auriferous
country is held up. A man may have a
lease and neglect to work it. No one wmill
apply for the forfeiture because that per-
son already holds the lerse. He nay be
asked to surrender it in favonr of somehody
clse, hut if he refnses no one has the tem.
erity to apply for its forfeiture. In that
way the land is held up. T have asked pre-
vious Ministers to give consideration to this
suggestion with a view to overcoming the
diffienlty ihat arises thvough small com-
munities heing divided into two armies,
and carrying on a sart of miniature war-
fare. T ecannot see why anvbody should ob-
ject to sneh an amendment. No lease would
be forfeited unless there had been a hreach
of the covenant. Tf people have not com-
plied with the terms uponr which they took
over a lease, they ave not entitled to hold it
any longer. T hope the Minister will go
carefully into the matter. T agree that the
Government have assisted to a small extent
by granting sustenance fo those who are
prepared to go ont prospecting. The pay-
ments have been at the rate of 10s. a week.
This hns been granted in the same way as
crdinary outdoor velief is granfed to some-
one who does nothing at all. True, the
prospector wets 3s. a week nore. The allow-
ance is made to him so that he can go out
rrospeciing, merely for the purpose of
heeping him engaged in following up a
healthy oceupation in the hope that he may
discover something heneficinl to himself and
the State. The Mines Department has done
nothing directly to assist the prospeetor be.
vond providing him with transport and
other equipment necessary for the work.
The old system of giving snstenance to
prospectors lias heen done away witl, Very
little, if anv, sustenante has heen granted
since the present Government fook office.
The vsnal arenment advanced by the de-
partment, when T have put in an appliea-
tion far sustenance for prospectors, ha<
heen that no money is available. T
admit  that moner s nat  available
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from the source from whieh it used to
come. In reply to a guestion T asked
some days ago as to what amount
had been repaid 1o the department by

gold mining companies representing loans
which had been made to them some years
ago, the Minister for Mines informed me,
in elfect, that something like £48,000 had
been repatd in the Iast two years. The
Government have bren in oflice verv little
lenger than that time, hut none of this
money has yeb zone to prospectors in the
way of sustenance.

The Minister for Mines: Tt did not erome
fram them in the first place.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. That money came
from Loan funds.

The Minister for Mines: Not muck of if.

Mr. MARSHALL: Quite a lot of it did.

The Minister for Mines: Very litile of it
came [rom that souree. Most of it came
from the grant for the development of min-
ing.

AMr, MARSHALL: Tt was not right that
the Government should take mency whieh
was earmarked for the zold mining indus-
try, and has sinee been repaid, and put it
into Consolidated Revenue, when some of
it should have gone back to the prespectors.

The Minister for Mines: It could not go
into Consolidated Revenue.

Mr, MARSHALL: Where has it gone?

Alr. Wenneally : The Minister must have it,

Mpr. MARSHALL: T am not aceusing the
Minister of taking it.

The Minister for Mines: You are more
charitable than most people.

My, MARSTIALL: T do not put that up
as an argument. The Government have not
heen lending monex as thex used {2 do in
vears gone by. The sum of £43,000 has
now heen repaid, but none of it has been
expended on the industry in my clectorale.

The Minister for Mines: Tt has all been
expended, and some of it in your electorate,
sueh as in the case of the Cue battery.

My, MARSHALL: I know that is in
course of construetion, It would have heen
u generous act on the part of the Govern-
ment if they had used some of this money
to assist prospectors. Tf we do not foster
the industry it will beecome extinet. The
responsibility  for its prolonged life rests
upon the shoulders of the prospectors, The
position is acute. Tt is all very well to argue
that beeaunse gold is bringing an enhanred
priee, evervone in search of it must be doing
well. .
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The Mini-ter for Mines: There must
ulwayz be seme people on the bread line.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, Whilst some
people are in a favonratle position, those
who ure in seareh of prospects which may
vield goll are in no way blessed by the en-
tanced price of that commodity. People
of the latter deseription are facing u difficult
situation. Fvery applieation for sustenance
on the part of prospectors that I know of
has been refused on the seore that funds
are not available.

The Minister for B3Mines: Last year we
~pent £24,293 in sustenance ol that sort.

AMr. MARSHALL: Not aun application
from ny eiectorare was favourably consid-
ered. 1 believa there were one or two ex-
peditions in which sustenance and equip-
ment were given, bur in my electorate all
were rejected. The Minister knows the situ-
ation as well as 1 do. When a man is pros-
pecting for gold, even though he may be
getting small quantities of it, he is not en-
joying himself to any great extent as a
result of the enhaneed value of gold, be-
cause he 1n not geiting enough of it
And then there arc seores of wen pros-
pecting and getting no gold.  We nust
encourage prospecting. [t is heariening to
see men who formerly held fairly good
positions in the eity roughing it in the
bush as prospectors. They find thai oe-
cupation more arduous beeause of their
previous pursuits. They are the kind of
men we wani to encourage, and they ought
to be shown every considervation. As to
the operations of the State Dbatteries, T
object to the deletion of the 25 tons free
crushing.

The Minister for Mines: That ean be
disenssed on the vote for State batteries.

Mr. MARSHALL: | aecept the Minis-
ter’s sugestion. 1 repeat my appreecia-
tion of the enthusiasm and energv dis-
plaved by officers of the Mines Department.
T note that notwithstanding the enormous
inerease in the work of the department,
there has been next to no increase in the
staff. T sineerely hope that the staff at
Wiluna has been increased, because the
afficer in charge there has to be a sort
of human enevclopaedia, doing every de-
seription of work. That officer iz an ae-
onirition to the distriet as well as to the
department. and deserves the greatesi
eredit far the manner in which he car-
ries ant his Aduties.

"ereatly appreeiated.
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MR. NULSEN {Kanowna) [748]: 1
have spent nearly all my life on the gold.
fields; in fact, I was the second whiie
Loy at Wiluna. I grew up on the gold-
liclds with the member Eor Murchison.
My eleciorate comprises the huge belt of
auriferous country from Laverton to
Norseman. The Miuister has stressed the
importance of the gold mining industry,
which Was done most to keep the State
~olvent, und which of all our primarv in-
dustries is the only one that is paying.
’rospectors put up with a great deal of
work, worry and trouble, and auy assist-
anee the Minister can render them is
The carting allow-
ance in vogue during the Collier regime
should he reinstated. Although small, it
enabled many prospectors to earey on. The
same remark applies to ernshing faecilities.
Such allowanees help in the prospecting
of new areas and that leads to discoveries
of the greatest benefit to the State as a
whole. CGiold has plaved and econtinues to
play a great part in the history of Wes-
tern Anstralia. The present problem is to
distrihute the wealth produeed, and to
this end gold is an important factor, A
wold discovery of frst-rate importance
would end all our troubles straightaway.
To refuse assistance to prospectors is a
penny wise, pound foolish policy., When
visiting Salmon Gums recenily, we had
several requests for waler supplies. Pros-
pectors at Larkinville are now limited fo
three gallons per day. The extra eost of
additional water heing so slight, to re-
striet a man to three gallons is neediessly

to discourage the mining industry. Three
zallons will not allow water to wash
dishes, to say nothing of washing dne’s
clothes at the end of the week. Four

zallons per day should be the minimum.
Tn the past the earting allowance has been
exploited, but that difienlty can he over-
come by imposing a minimum of 2 dwts.
to the ton. If the stuff proves below 2
dwts. in vaiue, there should be no assist-
ance towards earting. The minimunw would
prevent exploitation. At the last general
elertion there were atated to be 1.840 vot-
ers in the constitwencv; Gut after going
throneh the distriet we found that another
thonsand names could easily have heen
added to the roll, more than half ihe per-
sona concernca being on the goldfields. T
anneal to ihe Minister to give everv con-



1582

sideration to  mining, and especially to
prospectors who open up the country and
thus lead fo the introduction of capital,
providing emplovment for many  who
otherwise would be on the dole.

MR. ANGELO ((ascoyne) [T57]: TIn
introducing the Mines Kstimates 1o the
Committee fhe Minister not only made a
fine speech but gave members most interesi-
ing and valnable information. 1 was indeel
plensed to see the former Minister For Mines,
who controlled the department fur many
vears, applawd the present Minister at the
conelusion of his remavks,  In the interests
of Australin the informalion fornished by
the Minister should he broadeast. not ouly
throughont this State, and not only through-
out Australia, buf also in the Old Couutry.
At present’ interest vates in the United
Kingdom are very low indeed, and therefore
now is the time to persunde monied” people
to develop this State’s huge mineral re-
sources. [ am perfectlv eertain that not
even one per ecnt. of the business people
of Britain know what we have in Australin.
T thoughi T had kept wmyself well informed
regarding the development of our goldfields,
but some of the information given by the
Minister for Mines wos quite new to me.
That information should be sent Home with.
an intimation that albhough Australia s
known as a gold-producing country, West
ern Australia produces 88 per cent. of the
total Australian gutput. The British peo-
ple should also be informed that in our
North-West there are hundreds of mines at
present innctive, awaiting funds for their
development. Tf these matters were made
known at Home, Western Australia would
have an inflox not enly of people, but alse
of money. Very often, when T read “The
Times” and other Finglisk papers, I notice
articles ahout the development of various
industries in other Dominions, but very sel-
dom do [ sce any article on the development
of industry in Western Australia. [ really
think it would be good husiness if the Gov-
ernment were to take advantage of the
specch delivered hy the Minister for Mines
thjs afternoon, amplify it with further in-
formation, especially regarding the number
of mines that could he develeped profitably,
and send the information to our energetic
Agent-General with a view to baving somne
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of it disseminated throughout the United
Kingidom,

MER. F.C. L. SMITH (3rown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[81]: 1 join in the satistaction expressed
hy the Minister coneerning the healthy con-
ditien of the gold mining industry. 1t is
eratifying to know, not only in the interests
of the industry itself but of the State gener-
ally, that those conditions exist. It would be
difficalt to visualise the position generally
throughout Western Anstralia to-day were
it not for the faet that the industry is
prospering, and that Western Australia is
furnishing at least 70 per cent. of the gold
production of the Consnonwealth.

Mr. Angelo: The percentage is nearer 88,

Mr. F.C. L. SMITH: During the war
period, the gold mining industry declined.
That was due not alone to the £act that there
were declining values in the wines them-
gelves or that the gold was less valualle, but
to the eircumnstance that the Commonwealih
Government for the purpose of providing
finance sneeessfully to prosecute the war, de-
parted frowm the intrinsie curreney then in
operation and introduced a representative
currency of a considerably depreciated value.
Although the value of gold itself did not de-
cline during that period, the Federal Gov-
ermment, by means of their poliey, deprived
the industry of the increased value of gold
in the terms of the curreney then eireulating.
Ultimately that deprivation by the Common-
waalth of a vast amount of wealth that should
have accrued to the industry, was largely
responsible  for its  decline.  The imdus-
try owes a lot to the Iate James
Gardiner, a onc-fime Treasurer of this State,
who was the fivst Parliamentary representa-
tive to draw attention to the faet that the
gold mining industry was being deprived of
a value that rightly belonged to it. Eventu-
ally those sissociated with the industiy were
successful in securing the right to sell gold
throngh the Gold Producers’ Assoeiation and
to enjoy the premiwm that should have heen
theirs practically throughout the war period.
It 1s rightful compensation fo the industry
that tu-day those in control are in a position
to cnjoy the results of the economic condi-
tions that recompense them in a measure for
the unlair burden imposed upon them during
the war period. There is no yuestion bui
that the economie conditions prevailing to-
ilay are highly favourable to the goldmining
industry and much ol its prosperity resnlts
from that zouree. Owing to the incentive
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that the preminm hasx civen to production
aud development, new life has heen wriven to
the indnztry, due to diseoveries resulting
tront the developmment that has taken place.
W can safely say that many mines on the
Golden Alile, through development and im-
proved plant, are in a position still to work
ot a pavable hasls, ¢even if wold were to re-
vert to the original mint price of £4 4s.
1M1l per fine oz, 1 was pleasel to note
that the Minizter gave due reengnifion to the
tact that the gold-mining industry, partieu-
larly on the (iolden Mile, has uot taken ad-
vantage of the premium =olely for the pur-
poze of ereating prolits and paying dividends,
A vast proportion of the profits won during
the past few vears has vone back into the
industry.  New treatment plants have heen
erected, and 8 considerahle  quantity  of
developmental work has been undertalien.
Last year, ont of £€3,000,000 gained from the
production of gald, £33,000 onlvy was paid
ont in the form of dividends. That shows
that the mining companies have due resard
not only For their own interests but for those
of the State, and desire to develop their
properties so as to win all the wealth that
ean be obtained by proper develupment and
methods of management. However, | am
sorry that, though the mining companies are
pursuing a poliey that i= in the interests
of all coneerned, the Government have seen
fit to vut out the water and other coneessions
that the companies formerly enjoved. Tt
should bhe romembered that the vast under-
takings in conoection with the new plant
have not been completed, but are in the
transition stage, and 1 regret all the imore
that the Government have felt compelled,
probably for financial reasons, to deprive the
industry of those concessions, particularly
that relating to water supplies. 1 notiee that
the Goldfields Water Suapply Department
showed a profit last year of aver £3,000, and
thi= year are buwdgeting for a profit of
£68,000.  While [ know the department have
been reimbursed {rom the Mines Development
Voie, in view of the faet that o profit of
EGS,000 15 anticipated during the current
year, the Government could very well have
inade arrangentents for the water conceszion
to have been eontinued.

The Minister for Mines: The profit you
ref'er to would not he nett.

Me, V0 C L SMITH: Yes, acrording to
{he finaneinl returns. 1 nntice that, after
paving interest and sinking fund charges
on the supplementary capital cost, covering
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renewals awl extensions, the department are
hudgeting for a profit of £68,000.

The Minister for Mines: The
lated loss stands at £1,187,000,

Me. 7. C. L, SMITH : I know thar is sv.
I awm also awuare that a certain proportion
was paid our of revenue, hut the {loldfields
Water Supply Seheme represents an under-
takinge the value of which cannot he assessed
on the hasis of the dirvect returns from it
That scheme enabled wealth that existed (o
be won [rom the Gollen Mile, and in re-
turn ereated the possihility of agricultural
developieent ithroughout the State. That
fact is =earcely appreciated.  Another fea-
ture I wish to tourh upon ha: reference to
the inspectors of mines, The stalf has heen
serinusty depleted and T do wnot think that
is destrable in view of the fact thut the
number of men employed in the industry
has increased so appreciably. The State
Minine Fngineer, in his report for the year
194, stated—

Since Aarch, 1930, my staff has heen re-
duend by four officers, that is, Assistant State
Mining  Engineer, one inspector amld tLwo
workmen’s inspectors, and the field work is
now heing earned out by the senior inspector,
Mr. W. Phoenix, four inspectors, Messra.
AW, Winzar, F. 1, Gourley, H., P, Rockett
and F. MeVee, two workmen’s inspectors,
Messrs, L (0 DCArey and R, P MeMenncmin,
and a newly appeinted officer to assist with
dust and ventilation work, Mr, E. F. Brishane.

Sinee then Mr. Gourlex hax left, so that
makes one less. Reeently applications were
called for the position of district inspeetor,
hut. after the applieations were received, no
appointment was made, T de not know
whether those responsible for the appoint-
ment of the inspector considered that those
who applied had not suflicient qualifications
for the position, but it is quite possible that
they were muided by the provisions of {he
Mines Regulation Aet governing the ap-
pointment of in<peetors. They may have
submitted the candidates to the examination
prescerihed for distriet inspectors. TIf that
were 50, T con~ider it almost impossible to
lill a poesition careving a salary of £346 a
vear hy sccuring a man possessing all the
gualifications =et out as uneerszary for the
po<ition. Ta my mind, the most essential
knowleder that should be posseszed by an
inspector of mines should he that gained
from length of experience it underground
work. He might pa-siblv require tn have
some knowledye ~f mine survering. hut why
shonld lhe be required to have a knowledge

decuni-
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of metallurgy, ore dressing and sampling,
mining geology or arithmetic, or mensura-
tion of lines, surface and solids, book-keep-

ing and mining aceounts? I do not
consider those cqualifications are  neces-
sary for inspectors of wmines at all

We notice from the inspector’s report that
there are only two workmen’s inspeetors for
the vast distriet extending from Norseman
to Wiluna. In those circumstanees it is im-
possible for a workmen’s inspector to do
justice to his position for a salary of £346
per aunum. Tt is cheeseparing to deny the
miners the protection that another work-
men’s inspector on the Golden Mile would
give them., TLast vear the percentage of
accidents showed very little reduction as
against previous vears.  During the year
there were 169 serious accidents in the East
Coolgardie distriet alone, and 13 fatal acei-
dents., Although the pereentage over the
years from 1927 to 1431 has not varied very
much, T do not think we ean pride ourselves
on that achievement; we eould pride our-
selves only if we found that the number of
Eatal and serious areidents on the mines was
reducing cach year, as it should he, as the
vesult of proper supervision in the industry.
We find that those accidents are practieally
the same in number year by year, and in
fact show a lendency to inerease. There is
tio reason why there should have been 169
serions aceidents in the East Coolgardie dis-
triet last vear and 13 fatal accidents. There
seems to be a practive on the Golden Mile
to put into responsible positions men who
have not had very mueh experience. To
put on a lot of new ehum miners lends force
to the contention that the inspectorial staft
stould be considerably inereased, not only
distriet inspeetors, but workmen’s inspectors
also. Amnother feature in the industry is the
tendency to put into responsible positions,
such as shift bosses, men who have not had
any lengthy experience in the industry. In
my opinion 2 man should have at least 10
vears’ inderground- experience of Western
Australion mining before being appuinted to
such a post. But nowadays there are shoved
into shift bosses’' positions men who have
had only two or three years’ experience.
Under the coal mining regulations a man
has to have some qualifications bhefore le
hecomes an over-man, which I take it is a
similar position to that of shift boss in the
gold-mining industry. The inspeetor in his
report submits an examination paper giv-
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ing a signifieant indication of the qualifica-
tious refquired in a man to be appointed to
an over-man’s position in the coal mining
indnstry. 1 take it those gualifieaiions arve
insisted upon in the intervests of the men
who work in the coal mines. Similar provi-
sions should obtain in the gold mining in-
dustry to ensure that new chums and others
lacking experience should not be given
supervising positions in a mine. [ join with
the member for Murchison in protesting
agninst the cutting out of sustenance for
single men prospecting, and against the nig-
gardly fashion in which sustenance has heen
advanced for prospectors renerally. 1 do not
know whether the Government intend to
pursue that policy. COnly 10s. a weck has
been allowed to prospectors, and in some
instances only 7s. a week. Yet those men
are out doing a real service to the com-
munity. The only hope we have of finding
a new gold mine is through the exploratory
work of the prospector, who does the pion-
cering and submits to all the hardships en-
tailed in prospecting. The least the Gov-
ernmeni might do is to reconsider their atti-
tude in respect of sustenance for prospec-
tovs, for 1 believe that if that sustenance
were more readily given it would well repay
the Government. But if it is the policy of
the Government to deny sustenance to single
men who desire to go out prospecting, and
to cut down sustenance to prospectors gener-
ally, it can only be regavded as an unfor-
iunate poliey. 1 wish to make a suggestion
to the Minister. Nowadays a lot of small
companies are being formed for mining de-
velopment.  In another place a goldfields
mmember drew attention to the fact that these
gmall mining development companies raise
a certain amount of eapital, the hulk of
which 15 supposed fo be used in mining de-
velopmeni. He rightly pointed ont that in
many instances a large amount of the capi-
tal raised is eaten up in office and other
overhead expensss. T suggest to the Minis-
ter that with a view to assisting men to get
employment he make an offer to those small
compantes that where thev spend from
£1,000 to £3,000 in development work he will
subsidise them fo the exteni of, zay. 10s
per week for every man they emplov in
development work., That wounld he an incen-
tive to those eompanies to spend a fair
amount on developinent work and at the
gsame time would create emplovment for a
large number of men. The prospects of the
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gold-mining industry are very bright. I
know there is a possibility that the inter-
national conference to meet in London
shortly to consider the monetary position
may decide to break away from gold alte-
gether and use something else as a standard
of curreney, which would be disastrous.
However, T have little fear of that happen-
ing, for I know that gold has peenliar ruali-
ties as a basis of curreney, and there is very
little possibility of uny substitute being
found for it. Senator Sir Hal Colebatch in
a recent letter to the “West Australian”
said that the best opinion tends to the re-
duction of the gold content of the sovereign,
which is now 113 grains of fine gold, A--
cording to the Senator, in all probahility that
will ultimately be_fixed at 90 grains. If that
comes about, the price of gold will never
agaim drop below £5 per oz, The outlook
generally for gold-mining is a very healthy
one. There are one or two other matters,
such a= State batteries, which T should have
liked to have touched upon, but T under-
stand T will have an opportunity to do so
later.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Councit of Industrial Develop-
ment, £921; Stale Labour Bureau, £3,604—
agreed to.

INote—Puolice, £204.228:

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.25]:
Will the Minister take the House into his
confidence and sax just what is the intention
of the Government in vegard to the control
of the police force? Although there is no
regulation vetiring age for the Commissioner
of Police, 1 understand the present Commis-
sioner was appointed for a term of yvears
which has nearly expired. Will the Min-
ister say whether it is intended to appoing
the present Commisstoner for a further term
in office, or whether it is intended fo make
a ehange? T think the Tlouse is entitled to
know just what is in the minds of the Gov-
ernment in this regard.

T9E MINISTER FOR POLYCE (Hon.
J. Scaddan—Maylands) [8.27]: The Com-
migsioner will shortly reach what is gener-
ally aecepted as the retiring age, namely, 65

vears. I have not vet consulted Cabinet on
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the question of continuing the Commissioner
in office or alternatively appointing a new
Commissioner. As soen as the matter has
advanced far enough to submit it to Cal-
inet a public announcement will be made.
I realise that what is in the mind of the
Leader of the Opposition is that we should
make as little disturbance as possible in the
control of a very important department.
Personally, T think we would do well by
appoiniing the Commissioner for a further
period. Whether or not he would he pre-
pared to accept a further term, T cannot say.
Cahinet will have to decide upon what course
is to be followed. The Commissioner reai-
ises that if reguired to do so he must retire,
hut as the Leader of the Opposition has said,
there is no specific time at which he should
vetive, for the period fixed in the vegula-
tions does not apply to the Commissioner.
When a decision iz arrived at a public state-
ment will be made.

MR. H. W. MANN (Perth) [8.29]: Like
the Leader of the Opposition I am very
much interested in the position, for the rea-
son that for nearly a quarter of a century
T was connected with the police force, I
served under the present Commissioner,
first when he was an inspector and then sub-
sequent to his appointment as Commissioner.
Aumongst a dozen men we may not find one
suitable for the commissionership. Many
traits of character are required in a man
to fill this very dilficult position. T doubt
whether there is another position in the
Government  service that necessitates the
tact, diplomacy, personalily and general ¢on-
trol that is required of the Commissioner.
He needs to have a zeneral knowledge of
public opinion; he must be a man in whom
the public have confidence—from time to
time he is ealled upon to act at once under
conditions delicate and difficult-—and he
must have the confidence of his officers and
men. The Commissioner has been in the
force for close oen 40 years and hag risen
from the rank of ordinary eonsiable to the

lrighest post in the service. There has never

been any suggestion against his administra-
tion, and that is due to his aptitude for the
position arising ont of his long ftraining.
Some of the other States have speculated
or taken the rizk of going outside the ser-
vice for a Commissioner, and I do not
think the experimeni has been a snceess in
anv instance. Tf the Commissioner desires
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to retire, it will he the duty of the Govern-
ment to appoint a  suecessor, hut [ am
doubtful whether they will be able to find
anyone outside the service with a knowledge
of the intricacies of the position. Only
through long service van a man realise the
responsihilities of the office.  There may be
an officer with long military cerviee or long
ussociation with the Pnblic Service, but he
could not possess the experience requived
of a Commissioner of Police. During in-
dustrial troubles, the Commissioner should
he able to discharge his duties in a manner
to win the confidence of hoth sides to the
dispute.  Such troubles oecurredd while 1
was in the serviee, but there was never a
suggestion that the Commissioner exceeded
his duty or embarrassed cither his officers
or his men.

Mr. Marshall: What age is the Commis-
sioner?

Mr. H. W. MANN: Approaching 63

Mr, Marshall: We have appointed men
who were older than that to important posi-
tions.

Mre. H. W, MANXN: [ am not speaking in
favour of his retirement. If he iz inclined
to continue in office, I suggest that his
services be retained. He is still full of
vigour, and has experience to guide him
in the discharge of the duties for many
years, If he retires of his own volition,
I hope the officers of the police force will
be considered before any appointment is
made from outside the service,

Mr. Marshall:
possihility  of
sioner.

Mr. HOW. MANN: T hope to be here
for some years to combat the hon, mem-
ber’s efforts.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yon have got a
Jjob.

Me. H. W. MANN: T merely desire to in-
form the Committee of the difficulty of the
position. Two of the other States took
the risk of appointing a Commissioner
from ountside the service, hut such men
eannot understand what is rvequired of
their snbordinates.

Al-. Marshall: Do vou think a majority
of the force would agree with vour con-
tention?

Mr. H. W. MANN: Tf a vote of the
whole of the members of the foree were
taken to-morrow, they would favonr the
appointment of a  Commissioner  from

That would exclude any
vour becoming Commis-
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within the service. 1 am sure there ape
olficers within the service capahle of 1ak-
ing the position. 1t nmght as well e
suggested that a wan without previeus
experience could take the  position of
chief cngineer in the Works Departinent.

Mr. Marshall: Sueh a man would be an
engineer. .

Mr. H. W, MANXN: Any eandidate lor
the commissioneiship should bhe a police
officer. A maun might lexrn to be an cn-
gineer in a shorter time than it wonld iake
to heecame a police officer.

Mr. Marshatl: He would only need 1o
lemin Lhe routine,

Mr. H. W, MANN: A police afficer must
he au Fait with Aets ol Parliament, kuow
how to control men, and know hew  to
overcome the hundred-and-one diffienities
that arise, and sueh koowledge can come
enly from years of expervience,

Mr. Wenneally: I there are competent
men in the service, the perquisites of the
servive should he open tn them.

Mr. H. W, MANN: There are wen wheo
have given loyal servive and who look to
the chanee of reaching the highest posi-
tiem.

Mr. Marshall: Quite a lot of them fail.

Mr. H. W, MANXN: T trust the present
Commissioner will eontinne, bt if he e
sires to vetire, T hope the (overnment
will hesitate before selecting a man from
oufside the serviee,

(Mr. Angelo tool the Chair]

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.401:
The time is overdue when legislation shonld
he introduced te ereate an appeal hoard for
the police. Tt has heen promised for a enn-
siderable time, Ou one oceasion an attempt
was made te concede the request, but owing
tn an amendment having heen passed that
was considered ohjectionable to the Govern-
ment, the measure was defeated. If lezis-
lation of a similar kind were introduced
now without the objectionable amendment,
I think it would receive support and wonld
he acceptable to the foree. 1 thoucht the
AMinister would have introduced such legis-
lation this session, but we have not heard
of it. Do the Government intend io intro-
duce it this session? T am afraid there will
be no time, owing to the eongestion of hysi-
ness. This is regrettalle because the mat-
ter of an appeal bonrd agitates the mind
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of nearly every member of ihe force, and I
feel snre that the ommissioner i uwot op-
posed to legislation so long as the guestion
of promotion is excluded. Such legislation
would be a step towards satisfving all con-
cerned, I should like to hear what the Gov-
ernment’s intentions ave,

MER. KENNEALLY (East Perth} {8.42]:
The Minister =aid that Cabinet had not de-
vided whether the Commissioner would be
continued in oflice, and he pointed out that
there was no retiving uge for the service. I
wish to deal with a principle, and not with
any particular officer.  In another service
under the contral of the Miuister, no retir-
ing age iz provided for wages or salarvied
men, but the Minister is insisting upon the
wauges men refiving at the age of 63,

The Minister tor Police: T do not think
vou are jusiified in putting it that way.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I am.

The Minister for Police: Then T zax vou
are not, hecause it is the men’s own request.

Mr. KENXEALLY: It is not.  The Min-
ister knows that the men waited on him as
a deputation to protest against the decision
to retive them.

The Minister for Police: What men?

Mr. KENNEALLY : The wages men.

The Minister for Police: Only the men
interested, not the unions. 1o T aunderstand
you to say that the railway unions are de-
sirous of abolishing that regulafion?

Mr. KEXNEALLY: The Minister need
have no deubt as fo what the railway unions
placed before him. They prolested against
his retiring men unless some provision were
made for them after thev had refired. Had
not the question of retirement been raised,

and had not the principle involved
other departments, 1 would anot  have
mentioned the Commissioner of Police.

[£ it is reasonable to ingist upon men o
the wapges stafl refiring at the age of 65,
sand giving them a month’s notice hefore
that time so that they will not stay in the
serviee a day longer, it is not fair fo keep
salaried men on the staff bevond the re-
tiring age when they have pensions to re-
tire upon. There ought to he some system
in operation, something that will enable
evervone to say, “That is the policy to ap-
ply all round” We are not justified in
shving to a member of the wages staff,
“Willy-nilly, when vou are 65 yoau must
the To  other officers.

have service.”
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whethee it is the Commissioner or someone
else oerupying a high position with an
eyuivalent salary, we say “Yon ean stay
on.”  Men on the wages staff are being
siven notice before thev reach the age of
6 in order thar they may be got out of the
service in good time. Some uniform sys-
tem should be adopted. There should be
no rigid rule whereby one set of men are
sent out of their johs hefore thev weach the
retiring age, and another set are allowed
t1. remain.

HON. W. D, JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland} [8.48] : 1 should like to refer to the
recent raid on what was alleged to he an
organisation of communists, Certain homes
were visited by the police. | do net knew
whether thiz was done under the direction
of the State Government, or at the request
of the Federal Ciovernment. Tn the ease of
one home in which T am particoiarly inter-
ested, the police took away quite a lot of
Lterature and a number of books, There
waz 1o need to remove the books, becanse
there was nothing of an incriminating ua-
tare connected with them. The police, how-
ever, did not hesifate to take thise as well
as all kinds of literature, 1 do not know
whether they found anything of real value
for their purpose, but T do know that no-
thing has vet been returned.

The Minister for Police: T do not know
te what hame you ave referring.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSOX: It is not ad-
visable that T should make the name publie,
hut the Minister should say who initiated
the raid, what its objeet was, and why it
was not carried out in & more considerate
nanper.

Mr. TI. W. Mann: You are not in favour
of the communistic gospel, are von?

Hon. W. D. JOHANSOXN: That ix not the
point. T ohject to the homes of peaceful
members of the commaniiv and law-abidin:r
citizens being raided hy the police. A per-
son mav he suspected and he called upon 3
explain something. Thai wighi oceur 1o
me, T do not always follow the erowd. [
have heen vietimised hefure hecause T have
held views which did wnot fit in with those
of the public. Frery reform movement
brings with it a certain amount of hostility
on the part of fhose in aufhority. Ti is,
however, possible to take these steps in such
o way as [0 minimise the irritation thai i<
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caused to those who are raided. This rai:
was  ill-considered. Possibly the police
carried it out as they were direeted, but
those behind it had little conception of what
was due to the people of Western Aus-
tralin. T am prepared to give the Minister
the names of the people to whom T have
veferred, and would then ask him to take
steps to sce that the hooks which have been
removed, and are of no value to the police,
are returned. If the local police were re-
sponsible for the raid, I must say that it
could have been carried out in a more con-
siderate manner, and the same results
achieved without the irritation that was
aetually enused.

THE MINISTER FOR POLICE (Hon.
J. Scaddan—Maylands—in reply) [852]: 1
would not have replied to the debate, hut for
the remarks of the member for Guildford-
Midiand. The so-called raid made upon cer-
tain persons suspected of being connected
with an organisation which had been declared
to be illegal under the Commonwealth law,
was not made by any direction given by me,
or so far as I know, by any member of
Cabinet. T only learned of the raid after it
had oceurred. It would he very inadvisable
for a Mimster to adopt the attitude of in-
structing the Commissioner for Police when
and how he shounld act. This gives me the
opportunity of telling members and the
publie generally that because I happen fo be
Minister for Police, it is assumed that every
action taken by the police is done under my
direction and with my knowledge. Only this
morning a man said to me, “It was pretby
clever of vou to arrange that little arrest
yesterday just when your Lottery Bill was
going to be brought up agam.” I asked to
what he was referring, and 1 was informed
that the reference was to the case which has
actually been dealt with to-day. T had not
the remotest idea that a prosecution had been
launched until [ saw the reference to it in
the Press. The Commissioner does not ask
me when he should take action to see that the
law of the land is complied with, or that
people shall be arrested bocanse of some
crime they have eommitied. That would be
too absurd for anything. T had no know-
ledge of the raid at the time, and no know-
ledge of any unpleasant feature in connee-
tion with it until it was mentioned here
to-night. If the hooks are of no value to the
police, and belong to some private citizen
and the hon. member will give me the neces-
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sary information, I will take action to sce
that they ave returned. With reference to
filling a possible vacaney in the office of
Comumissioner of Police, 1 can only repeat
what I have said, that I have not yet con-
sidered the matter. I do noi consider that
retirement at a definite age applies 1o a per-
son holding & position such as the Commis-
sioner of Police or the Comissioner of Rail-
ways. Both are very important executive
oftices, which ought to be filled by persons
who are eompletely qualified, and in whem
the Government, the public and Parlinment
have every confidence. It is dangerous to
make changes if they can be avoided. T do
not think there is any analogy between the
‘cases mentioned by the member for Fast
Perth and these important positions. T have
learned with astonishment that there is =
desire on the part of the wages men, through
their union, to amend the regulation. I
understood the contrary to be the tase. I
thought it was the men themselves who de-
eided that when they reached the age of 65,
in the interests of the serviee itself, that
should be recognised as the age of retirement.
Myr. Kenneally: That is not so.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: If that
is not so, it ought to be put on record. 1
understood they were responsible for the
regulation in the first place.

Mr. Kenneally: They were not,

The MINTSTER FOR POLICE: They
have been pretty keen on secing that it is
enforeed. 1 know how they chased my
brother-in-law to get out when he reached the
age of 65. I know they did not take circum-
stances into account in that case. Sometimes
we are asked to treat single men who have
dependants in the same way as we treat
married men., We are asked to consider the
circumstances surrounding each case. I know
they do not consider it when it applies to a
man on the wages staff in the railway service
who reaches the age of 65. If he does not
go out then, the others very soon make a
noise about it.

Mr. Kenneally: The Minister himself was
the first to say they had to go out. The men
are keeping him up to that now in order to
make things uniform. Why shonld you pick
and choose? Why should the men not keep
you up to yeur own decision?

The MINTSTER FOR POLICE: TIf the
hon. member puts it in that way I am sure
I do not mind.

Mr. Kenneally : Why should not your
brother-in-law have retired?
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The MINISTER FOR POLICE: 1z it
actually desired that wages men in the Gov-
ermment service should have no age limit for
retirement?

Mr, Kenucally: The Minister instituted
thai without the union.

CThe CHATRMAN: | think members are
wandering away from the suhject.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Not at
all. This applies to the police force as well,
The other day we retired the Chief Inspec-
tor of Police,

Meo Ho W, Mann:  Befwre whom there
were still many years of gond service.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Yes,
There is amongst the rank and file of all
Government departments a keen desire that
it should he known and accepted as a policy
that the man who reaches the age of 65
should retire. That cannot apply in the
same sense to men who 1} important execu-
tive offices, such as the position of Comnnis-
siongr of Railways or
Police.

Commissioner of

Mr. H. W, Manun: Provided the Commis-
sioner of Police desires to retive. All things
heing equal, would vou consider looking for
a suctessor in the service itsell?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: No ap-
pointment will be made until applieations
have been called from those who arve within
and without the service. Qur object will he
to get the best man who can he found io
fill the position of Commissioner of Police.
Men in the service will get the first cousid-
eration and preference. | cannot commit
myself to saving that someone in the ser-
viee will get the job. If I were to declare
now that in no cirecumstanees would anvone
hut a mewher of the civil service ohtain the
pusition, 1 would have to call back the Gat-
ling gun which has wone out to slaughter
emus, hecanse there would be a war in the
depatrtment to find out who the man would
be, Of conrse evervone in the service is
anxious to get promotion. The Government
must treat the question of the appointment
to the position of Commissioner of Police
in exactly the same fashion as we provide
tor appointments in other departments. Ap-
plications will he called, each application
will be dealt with on its menits, and prefer-
ence will be given to men who are already in
the service.

Hon, . Collier: That i very generous.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: That is
definite. [ do not think the hon. member
can point to any case of filling a high posi-
tion in the Government serviee that T have
had te do with where T did not recommend
=ome man in the serviee. and sometimes a
man well down the ladder.

Hon. P. Collier: T do not know of any
cAse,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: 1 did
that in the case of Colonel Pope. | went
fairty well down the ladder when [ recom-
meikled him for the position of Railways
Commissioner, because | considered  he
could Gl it T wn not lueking for anvouwe
ontvide the serviee Lov the position of Com-
miz=ioner of Polive, Lor [ think we have
men within it capabie of filling it.  The mem-
her for Perth need not ask me to commit
myself tu say that no consideration will he
riven to anvone else.

Mr. L W, Mann: Al thinegs being
equal, will vou give the position to a1 mem-
her of the service?

The MINISTER FOR POLICHE: 1 have
not vet consulted Cabinet ahout the watter,
hut will do so. '

Mr. M. W, Mann: Time is wetting on,

The MINISTER FOR PPOLICE: When
1 huve cdone so. u public announeement will
he made.

Item, Comunissioner, £500:

Hon. P, COLLIER: T appreciate the re-
warks of the Minister, which were very
diplomatic.  ¥e said the whole question
would he cavefully considered, that apph-
eantions wounld be called for, and that these
would he dealt with on their merits. I agree
cntirely with all that has been said hy the
imember for Perth. The Commissioner for
Poliee is close up to the rvetiving age, and
most likely the position will be dealt with
during the next few months.

Me, H. W, Mann: Before Christimas.

MHon, P. COLLIER: We are entitled to
know the attitude of the Government in
the matter. I say unhesitatingly that the
position should not be filled from outside
the service if a suitable man ean he found
inside the servicee The Govermment, of
course, may say there iz no one within the
service qualified to fill the position. Surely
the Minister must know rhat an appoint-
ment will be made shortly, and that aceord-
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ing to commmon talk someone outside the ser-
viee will be appointed.

The Minister for 1'oliee: That talk is very
connmon, )

Hon. P. COLLAER : Supely the Minizter
knows what is in his mind, notwithstanding
that the watter is one for Cubinet to decide.
Will the Minister tel)l the Committee thal
ane appointment will be mnade from witlun
the =ervive?

The Minister For Police: With the experi-
ence vou lave had as bead of a Govern-
ment, surely von would not expeet a eol-
leagrue of yours io make sueh a statement
without having consulted you?

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 know what the
Minister would do.  Without giving away
any confidence, [ may say that when T was
a Minister controlling n department  and
made a recommendation to Cabinet on a
matter  pecwdiarly oy own, my  Cabiner
never turned me down, 1 wonld not remain
i menher of the Chbinet i my colleagnes
turned me down on a question peeuliarly my
own, as 1o which T ought to be the hest
judge. Wil the Minister for Lands or the
Minister for Agriewture or any other Min-
ister cluim to be us well qualilied o judee
of this matter as the Minister tor Police?
Of course not. 1 protest against the possi-
bility of an appointment being made from
outside the serviee.

Vote put and passed.
Tofte—Forests, £13.768—agreed to.

1ote—Child Welfure and Outdoor Re-
lief, £136,375:

Mr, Sleeman: Will the Minister intro-
duee this vote?
The Minister for Railways:

no oecasion to do =o.

There s

[Me. Richurdson took the Chair.)

HON, 8. W, MUNSIE (IFlannans) [9.8]:
T lhwope the Minister will have something
to say on this large vote.

The Minister for Railways: 1 will il
vou will give mie an iden of what you
want me to =av. It is the same vote as
last vear’s, to all intents and purposes.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: T do not wish
to tell the Minister what he should say.
1 know he ig prepared to express himself
on any of lis Estimates. The Government
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have bLoosted the allewed fuet hat move
than cnpe-thivd of the vearly delicit has
heen caused by this depariment. Thal is
not the tact, The actual amount of money
spent on cutdoor reliel is little grenter
now, althongh we are passing  through
such distresstul times, than the amount
spent in 19292400 The inerease is only
£26,100.  Why is (here under this vote a
deduction  of £3HEODL from the  Lsti-
mittes !

The Minister for Railways:
deadnetion,

Hon, 8. W, JMUNSIE: The amount
L£043,990 was not found from vevenue.

That s nn

The Minister for Railwaxs: Of course
it was found from revenue.

on, 8 W, MUNSIE: Not all of it. The
Minister should make an explanation. Was
any of that money ohtained from Loan
funds? Of course some of it was, Will
the Minister tell the Committee where the
money =pent on the works at Harvey was
ohiatned?

The Minisier for Railways: That has
nothing to do with this. Tt is quite apart
from this,

Hon, S, W, MUNSIE: Npo Minister has
vet imade o statement, either publiely or
privately, whick wounld lead me to believe
that all the money spent in relief work
has been spent over and above the nmount
of the vate.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Seaddan—Maylands} [9.11]: [
am not responsible for the presentation of
these Estimates in this form. All T am
respansible for 32 the framing of the ex-
petditure in the departments 1 control. 11
the hon. member tnrns to Divisions 41 and
42 of the Estiimates, he will find that
the Vote lar Chiid Welfare and Outdoor
Relief is £136,375, while the Vote for Un-
employment Relief is £310,774, which in-
elades Tlem 12, which provides £300.000
for unemployment velief. IF he takes
Lhose two figures, he will see that they
total £447.149, which is the amount set
out in the Eslimates. With regard to
Loan expenditure, if he looks up (he Pub-
lie Aceounts for the financial year endel
30th June last, he will see on page 33
that for 1931-32, the Vote for Unemploy-
ment Relief was £480,000 and the expendi-
tnre €643.996. showing an excess expenditore
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of €163.04%6. That wax the actual expendi-
ture [rom revenne on uncmplovment re-
lief last year.

MR, KENNEALLY (East Perth) [9.14]:
Some time agn the Mimster stated that if
dednetions were made rom outdosr rvelief
in respect of children. it was not as a re-
solt of Government poliey. Apparently
sifice then the Goverument have issued ad-
ditional instructions, heeause it i» peculiar
that there is a2 general tendeney or The part
uf the departmental officials to eut down
the payment of #s. for children to 7s., which
tx more in keeping with the ordinary sus-
tenance pavinents, There is another ques-
tion that zhould reccive the attention of
the Minister. TE it has already received hir
cousideration then he has evidently aveived
at a wrong decision. 18 may be a matter
that is bevond hiw, and he may have had
to aceept the recommendation of the Pub.
lic Serviee Commissioner. A few minutes
ago we were dliseussing the need for the
recognition of the merits of officers who per-
formed their work in a satisfactory man-
ner.  The officer who was immeliately un-
der Mr. Watson, formerly secretory of the
Chill Welfare Department, is a qualifieil
man, thorouehly competent to ocenpy the
vacant position of head of the department.
Tt wit= =mall tribure to honest serviee whoen
artion was taken by ‘the Government who
went outside the department and appointed
annther oflicer over that individual’s head,
despite the fart that the appointee knew
nothing whatever of the work he was to per-

form. 1 make that statoinent without re-
flecting upon him at all

FHon, . Collier: Tt was a very wrony
appointinent.

The Minister for Railways: T do  nof
think sn,

Hon, . Collier: Te ix a good man, but
the appointment was wrong altogether.

The Minister for Railwavs: T think it was
an excellent appointment.

Mr. KEXNEALLY: T am not reflecting
npon the officer af all.  However good a
man he may have hern in former positions.
he cannot he veearded as a mood man in
his present position compared with the offi-
cer who had spent his time in the depart-
ment equipping himself for the higher post.
whos¢ ability cannot be queried, and about
whom no complaints can he made. TTe was
able to velieve the head of the department
and {a carry on sueeessfullv. To o a larze
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extent he mu-l have to carry the present
head of the department.

Hon. P. Collier: The mau is doing the
job now,

Mr. KENNEALLY: Tt ix noi sntisfae-
tory to oflicers to see other= appoinfed over
their hend= in sueh cirenmstances. An-
vther matter [ would like to draw the Min-
ister’s aitention to hus velation te men in
receipt of the smaller rates of sustenance.
He will vecolleet that we waited as n depu-
tation upon him. and asked that additional
aftentinn shault he given to the unemploved
in roecipt of 14« per week. That refers to
a man and his wife alone. Tnstruecfions
have heen izzucd to the department that men
in receipt of 42=. and 49z, with some ox-
ceptions regarding those in receipt of 35s,
will not be eonsidered in econnection with
work in the metropolitan area. We painted
out to the Minister that hardship wonld be
inflicted npon many men who had no chila.
ren, or even those with one or twa child-
ren. The ecare and love that a man may
have For his family is not governed hy the
number of children he has, and such an in-
struetion ns that T have referred to is not
right. Greater hardship could at times he
inflicted on 2 man with twa or three child-
ren if he were sent 200 nr 300 niles inland
{than would he inflicted upon a man with
five or six children. There may be sickness
in the home or other disabilities may make
it extremely inadvisable for such men to
he sent to the country distriets. The in-
struetions issned to the department mean
that men in that position eannot he pro-
vided with work loeally. At times arrange-
ments have heen made 2o that men are not
sent ont to the country. hat they ave then
werely allowed to remain on sustenance in
the metropolitan nren and are not consid-
oret when loenl work is available. The
Minister, to de him justiee, said that he re-
carded the worst treated men in eonnection
with Ihe sustrnance seheme were those in
reevipt of 145, Tt is of little nse to those
men o know that the Minister holds that
opinion, unless some additional considern-
tion iz extended to them. T trust the Minis-
ter will seriously eonsider the advisahility
of relaxing those instructions. Where war-
vanted, work loeally should he made nvail-
able for some men irrespective of the num-
ber nf children dependent upon them. T
know that enuld naot be done nniformly, hut,
an the other hand, T ask that the depart-
mental instreetions shall not he made hard



1592
and  fasl. I do  nmot find  fault
with the officers of the department

heenuze, under very dillicult eirenmstances,
they are performing their duties in
a ereditable manner. IFf there is one braneh
of the Public Service one would not like to
be nssociated with at the present time, if 15
the Unemployment Relief Department, be-
cause of the onerous nature of the work,
What I am finding fault with is the system
by which men are sent ont to the country.
The officers of the department have to do
as they are told, and the instructions eome
from the Minister diveet. As the dMinister
has admitted that the men in receipi of 1ds
are the worst treated, 1 hope he will relax
the departicental attitude. 1 suggest that
he leave the position open so that the officers
ean exercise their diseretion, or the matter
conld be left to the members of the Tuem-
ployvitent Boavd, In all onr discussions with
the Minister, lie has recognised the disabiki-
ties of the wen to whom T have veferred.
and T trust he will accord them some velief,

MR. BROWN (Pingellyt [930]: T
should like fo know whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to eontinue the farmn
labour seheme. Tt has been in existence dur
ing the winter months, but there are a good
many anomalies associated with it. For in-
stance, to come under the seheme a man hacd
to be registered by the 31st March. Many
mien were engaged by the farmers, bul at
harvest the seheme was diseontinued.  Those
men who had been engaged did not eome to
Perth and did not register again, and so
they could not eonie back under the scheme.
It was a very useful scheme, for it kept the
men in the country and enabled the farmer
te get wore evop in.

Mr. Kenneally: Sometimes the men did
not gel their payv from the farmer.

Mr. BROWN: Do von know of anv sneh
cazes?

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, there was a man
named Brown,

Mr. BROWNX: The idea was that the
farmer should subsidise the paymoent if he
could afford te do so: but even withont that
subsidy the men were verv well off, for thev
got Lheir pay and their keep. 1 trust the
fiovernment will (ontinue the seheme, for
under it the men remain on the farms in-
slend of travelling aboui begzing from house
to house. Some do not want a joh so long
as they can eadge their food, but the general
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tun of them are good men, only foo willing
to worl,  Of course we have to take infc
consideration the State’s finances. T sce 1t
the paper that there is a likelihood of worl
being found for 2,500 men, some of whon
were put off from the Tlarvey irrigatio:
scheme. | appeal to the Minister f
subzsidise this scheme again if it be n
all practieable. A pood many men will he
absorbed during the harvest, but of coursec
{kat  will not last indefinitely, and wit}
wheat and wool at so low a priee the farmer
cannot, unaided, afford to give employment
That is the light in whieh T look at it.

Mr, Marshall; A pretty dark light.

Mr. BROWNXN: We have thousands of
men out of work, and we shall never have
prosperity again until we get our workers
back inle employment on full time at z
fair rate of wages. Bnt that time is not yel
in sight, and meanwhile 1 would rather see
ihe men getting whatever they ean from the
Government for working on the farms.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [9.36]: The
other day [ asked the Minister whether he
would afford relief to sustenanre married
men who, to get out to their work, had tao
pay 2s. Gd. o week for trausport The
answer that T wof was “Yes” The position
is that those mmarried men are taken cut on
the track daily te their work, for whiel
they have ta pay the driver 2s, 6d, per werk.
Then, again, men have been sent up Irom
Perth to de work that eould he done hy
local unemploved, I asked a question ahout
that, and again T was told “Yes”  The
single lneal men who go oui to this fjob
have to pay 1s. a week tent rent, whereas
men sent up from Perth arc given tent
allowance. The Minister, in anzwer to my
question, said that he wounld see that loeal
men were given the work before ountsiders.
T hope the Minister will fulfil that promise,
for the position remains a< it was when |
asked my cuestion.

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawtharn)
[9.38]: The main business the rveliefl eom-
mittee of which T am a memher has done has
heen with the uneniployment hoard. The
secretary of that board is a highly competent
man and as sympathetic as the regulations
will permit. But the work of the board eould
be considerably enlarged. All cases from
the country referred fo us have to he dealt
with hy the beard, and it i most diflicult for



[3 Novemmer, 1932}

then to keep in touch with the conditions of
work, particularly piece-work, in country dis-
triets, and the inquiries they make do not
elicit the information as they should. YWhen
the men who have eomplained to us are ques-
tioned on the job, very often ther do not
back up the story they told us; they appear
to be afraid to tell it to the inspector, When
Mzr. Kenneally and Mr. Mooney and Mr.
Waits waited on the Deputy Premier they
evolved a scheme for the Frankland River
piecce-work sustenance men. It was that a
loeal board should be established, not so much
te supervise the work as to receive and hear
all grievances and assess the value of the
work on the job. No maiter how competent
a cvommittee sitting in Perth may be, they
eannot from Perth deal with these cases. The
fixation of wnges is most complicated work
for the Arbitration Court, but the fixation
of piece-work rates where the conditions are
varving is worst of all. In clearing it will
be found that even on contiguous blocks con-
ditions and prices are entirely dissimilar. Seo
if satisfaction is to be given to the men, these
gquestions will have to be dealt with on the
spot by somebody with anthority to finalise
them. It eannot he doue from Perth. It
requires a controlling organisation stationed
in Perth, but witl: subsidiary boards estah-
lished wherever theve is a lot of work going
oi.  Many individual eases could be setiled
out of hand if there were someone on fthe
spot with authority to deal with grievanees
and the assessing of the value of the work.
IE it is diffsult to sel.o rates of pay where
work and eonditions are uniform, how much
more difficult is it to settle piece-work rates
for dissimilar tasks? Although this matter
was discussed with two Ministers, no au-
thority has been extablished in the conntry.
The promise was made in respeet of the
Frankland River men.

The Minister for Railways: Tt was offered
at the outset to obtain a settlemeni of the
trouble, but they would not agree.

My, MILLINGTON : It requires continuous
supervision and sowme authority fo deal with
it. I am net referring to this in any spirit
of eritieism, for [ realise the difficulty in
organismy this work. Those whe made all
the fuss and, leaving their work, ecame to
Perth were offered some redress, but those
who staved quietly on the job will not
get any consideration. That is not right.

The men who asked for this organi=a-
tion to be set wp sheuld be econ-
sideved. Moreover, from the departmental
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point of view it would le an advantage
We have to remember that in the clearing
of land, as the Minister for Works knows,
very few men have had the necessary ex-
perience. [ there was someone on the
job to direct it, it could be vegulated =o
that those who had had cxperience eould
conch those who were not up to the work.
Otherwise the men are merely wasting
their time.  Taking one blork with an-
other, the conditivns are so different that
it ix imposzible to fix arrangements from
any distanee. A cumpetent mon on  (he
job could do it und could deal with ecases
on their merits, hut until suel an organi-
sation is set up. there will be complaints
and dizsatisfaetion,  Surely the work is
ol sutficienl importance to waprrant the
setting up of an authurity to deal with it
effectively on the spot. The bourd, T be-
lieve, nve doing their uwtmost, but owing
to the voriety of work and the differcuce
of eonditions in various parts of the State
where the jobs, large and small, are being
carried out, it should be the husiness of
the Minister and the board to deal with
them effectively, and that cannot be done
uniess a subsidiary authority is set up in the
distriet. Periodieal visitr could be paid
by wewmbers of the board, hut the autho-
rity must be on the spot  permanently.
Otherwise the work will not go on, there
will be dissaiistaction, and the men will
not be able to give value. Sowe men have
worked the whele live doys in order to
make 235. Men will not eonftinue under
those conditions. With a commolsense
man on the job, that sort of thing could
be remedied. It the worker was at fauli,
he could be told so, Bt when eampetent
men complain of inability to earn sus-
tenance without working practicatly  the
whole week. obviously the position needs
Lo ke remedied. [ suggest that the matter
be referred to the board and that they be
asked to report on the lines of the offer
made by the two Ministers in connection
with eountry work, particularly piece work
and elearing work., Otherwise the eom-
plaints eannot be rectified. Another point
mentioned to the Premier and the Min®s-
ter for Works a long time agu was tho
treatment meted out hy countrv  road
hoards to sustenance men who were beins
paid out of woney supplied by the Gov-
ernment,  Th many instances there is ne
award to cover the rate. Tf the mecuey
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were raisedd by the board, the Minister
could not interfere, hui when the money
is =upplied by the Governmenl, they should
have some influence. 1t they chose, tHé
Government vould nfluence the poliex ol
voad hoards. We have had instances of
men being employed, so it was allered, for
as little as 7s. per dav, and the Govern-
ment sny they have no acthorify iv aller
it.  When we complained many nwnths
ary to the Minister for Works. he said he
was not going to set himsell np as an ar-
hitration conrt over the voad hoard. Later
on he informed ns that there would e no
more trouble becnuse there was no more
money to he advaneed. More money s
heing advaneed and the same evil exists,

The Minister for Waorks: Advanced by

whom?

Mr. MILLINGTON: The rvountry road
boards. :

The Minister for Works: Nof that |
am aware of.

Mr., MILLINGTOXN: They are wetting
money and are supervising the works.

The last rowmplaint we had wa- {rowm the
Mervedin distriet. [ do nou knaw what re-
dress the men have. 1 know that they are
going on strike against the rates paid hy
the road board. Whether it was road board
money or money advanced by the Govern-
ment, [ am not sure, and the men were not
sure, but the Government could inquire. We
want an undevtaking that where monev
is advanced by the Government to a read
honed. it will he advanced on the nnder-
standing that the hoard pav the vecog-
nised rate. That is not asking too mueh,
When money was made available By (he
(‘overnment. it could ke made availuble on
that condition, and it wonld he aceepted hy
the road hoard. So far the Government have
not made that conditien. Another grievanee
brousht to na from the country concerns the
transpart of the men to and from work, These
ave small matiers, but they are important
to the men. We have instances of ade-
quate arrangements not having been made
for the transport of men to and feom
waork. In  one instance  where  men
woere taking  time  off and  were com-
ing to Perth they had  to arrange
for transport for 30 miles hecause it lad
been refused hy the foreman. Those men
were working helow Bovup Brook and had
to make their own arrancements, That was
un expensive item for the men, although T
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admit they obtained a concession on the
railway.  The natter shonld be arranged;
the men are justiicd in asking for trans-
port. Those ure matters that could b
settied on the spot.  We cite individual
eases quud ean get little safisfaction or re-
dress.  While on the ¢uestion of unemploy-
ment T owish to kuow whether the Minister,
cousidering the approach of Christmas, ean
arrange for some extra men for the work
in the cauntry distriets, and for that mattar
for the men locallv.  Can they be given a
bttle more time on and a little less time off?
The Minister might mive the matter consid-
erafion.  If it is establishing a precedent,
it will e 12 months hefore the eiream-
stanres ean recur.  Auother matter is the
diffienlty confronting the father of a family
who is in receipt of velicE for children
under 14 and who has children over 14.
The children over 14 are a charge on the
smount of sustenance received. T am hot
speaking of easss where men are not work-
ing for their sustenaner, Where n man has
three children under 14 and one over 14, he
will he receiving 35s, plus £1.  If he iz
working for his sustenance, the other child
could be included and he should be allowed
to collect the extrn amount. We have en-
deavoured to get sustenance for members
of the family over 14, hut now that susten-
anee work is hecoming reneral, the allow-
ance could he made for the additional ¢hild
hy allowing additional work. "The time has
eome when this matter can receive favour-
able constderation. Regarding the child
welfare poliey, T know of definite instances
in which the rate of 9s. per unit per week
kas been eut down te 7s. T hope the Min-
i=ter will give ronsiderafion to this aspect.
Where a man is working for sustenance we
have to submit to the uniform conditions
imposged by the Government, but there is a
dispasition to encroach on the established
practice of paying 9s. per nuit per week to
people under the Child Welfare Depart-
ment, not those under the unemplovinent
vreltef scheme.  Men who for a number of
vears lhave heen drawine for their family
at the rate of 9s. have heen vedueed to 7s.
T hape this is not weneral, but T know of
definite instances where the father iz an
invalid. That should he sullicient to deter-
Lane that the man is entitled te come under
the vonditione of the Child Welfare Depari-
ment and receive at lhe rate of 5. Wlan
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1 have made eomplaints, the reply of the
department has been that they considered
the man was receiving sufficient and that
the family were being treated reasonably.
This is & maiter upon which we are entitled
10 n definite proneuncement, and 1 should
like the assurance of the Minister that the
CGovernment have uwot ent down the rate
paid hy the department from 9s. te 7s. One
other matter affects the Fairbridge Farm
School.  Rome time ago T asked a question
and understood from the veply of the Min-
ister that the hoys whe had heen hronght out,
numbering, T think, 35, were ineluded in
the allowance to the sehool. T understood
that was to he terminated. Now it seems
to me that it is a2 general scheme which
i< heing continuned. We are entitled fo
kuow whefher the scheme of hringing ont
hox mierants is heing econtinued aml en-
pouraged by subsidising that institution as
in times past. Ts not there in existence an
agreement regarding migration? T do not
know whether the agreement was annulled,
but migration was discontinued, and we
have to aecept the responsihility fur having
diseontinued it.  Surely that eould he done
alse with regard to the Fairbridge Farm
School. - People knowing how general is
tnemplovment amongst our hovs are ask-
ing why the Government shonld subsidise a
scheme for bringing hoys from  the Ol
Countrv. The bovs who come out under
that seheme are not superior to our Aus.
tralian hovs: as a matter of fact they are
inferior.  The Government are continuing
the snhsidy, whereas undeniably it counld
bave heen discontinned. When T directed
attention to the matter, [ did not make any
particular fuss about it. T thought the sab-
sidy would be diseontinued, bug from whal
1T eun judge, from the reeeni visit of =
British representative, it is to be continued,
Tt is time those in charge were Informed
definitely that ne subsidy will be paid in
respeet of new arrivals. We are entitled to
an assurance in that regard. The Migra-
tion Agveement is not in operation, and this
shoutd not be in operation either whilst th»
present unemployment conditions prevail.
The position has never heen satisfactorily
explained. 1 hope the matter will he taken
up by the Government. and that the Min-
irster will take steps to terminate an ar-
ranzement whereby a subsidy is paid to the
farm school for new arrivals. The work
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of the nnemployment board should extend
te couniry districts. [t shounld be directed
trom Perth, but subsidiary organisations
should be set up in the country to see that
the work is properly regulated there.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [10.2]: Since
1 have been a mewber of ihis Chamber |
liave come closely i contact with  oflicers
of the Child Welfare Departinent. [ have
heen greatly hnpresseid hyv the wonderful
serviee which has been rendered by those
wentlemen, particnkarly at the most eritival
and vital time in the history of loeal unem-
ployient.  So muoch time haz elapsed sinee
the crisis lirst came upon us that some mem-
bhers may have overlooked the importance
of the part that has been. played by these
ofticers.  No doubt their responsibilities are
relieved very largely by the appointment of
the unemployment board. [ wish to acknow-
ledge the keen intevest that is taken by the
ollicers of that board in ministering lo the
wants of the unemployed. Probably uno
member of this Chamber would have cared
to take on such a job for any consideration.
[t is one of the most exacting and difticult
positions that anyone could be called upon
to G 1 have come in contacl with the
officers both of the Child Welfare Depart-
ment and the Unemplevment Relief Board,
and bave had an opportanity to make ob-
servations. T have heen grently impressed
by the wanderful patience exhibited hy the
utticers towards those who are unfortunate
enongh o have to seek emplovment and re-
lief, and bave alzo been struck by the keen
interest and cuh=ideration exhibited by them.
I wish to draw attention to an alteration
in the policy of the department, particuiarly
sinee the work From Loan funds has been
rarried oui in the Great Southern districts.
Dwring the acute perivd, road buvards and
unemployment committees that were formed
were of great serviee in helping the depart-
ment, and in rendering assistance to those
who were thrown out of ewployment. Quite
w lot of extra work was also thrown upon
wembers of the police force.  During the
past 12 monils they have plaved an impor-
fant part in eountry districts by assisting
the varions organisalions as well ns the de-
partinent in their operations. Under the new
arrangement [ happen to know that the de-
partment considers it necessary to diseon-
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tinue the subsidies or sustenance grants that
were made to loeal anthorities and commit-
tees, by putting on to Loan works those
men who were previously ewmployed under
these grants. T hope the Minister will not
be foo exacting in respeet to the number of
men he sends out of these districts. We
have some right to say that a certain num-
ber should be retained locally, heeause a
large proportion of the cost of unemploy-
mment relief is being borne hy the taxpayers
who live in thoge districts. It is expected
that a certain amount of work will still be
necessary there, and ecan he carried out on
lines similar to those followed hy the Child
Welfare Department. I do not sugpest
that all the men should be kept there, but
facilities should he afforded for the employ-
ment of a certain number hy the local au-
thoviiies. Some of the men who live in those
centres are not it for axe work., Many are
too old, but they would be fit for team work
or to drive a grader on the roads. The re-
sponsibility of finding future work for them
would fall almost entively upon the local
authorities. I endorse the remarks of the
member for East Perth regarding the anom-
alies that exist in the distribution of sus-
tenance. We know that the number of chil-
dren in different families varies, as do also
the conditions under which those families
live. Those who are having the hardest time
are the childless couples, or married people
who have no direct responsibitity for chil-
dren under the age of 14. The 14s. a week,
even with the extra £1 that is alléwed for
additional work while the men are away
from home, is insufficient te cuable them {o
keep up two homes and pay the rent, as
well as sustain their wives while they are
away. The average maximum amount in
the case of married men works ont at 3ls.
a week.

The Minister fur Railways: They get that
when they come home and do nothing, just
as when they are away.

Mr. PIESSE: They have to he Fed while
they are at home.

The Minister for Lands: Yon cannot em-
ploy some on full time and ailow the others
to go without.

Mr. PIESSE: It is very hard npon those
people.

The Minister for Railways: Of course it
is hard.
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Mr, PIESSE: T thought the Government
would endeavour to increase the scale of
susienance in such cases. I hope those
which have been mentioned by the mem-
her for East Perth will he looked into.
We know there are very hard cases indeed,
particularly families with boys and girls
over 14 years of age who have to he kept
in clothes and food and are without hope
of securing employment.

MR. J. BE. SMITH (Nelon) [10.30}:
While appreciating what has been done by
the Government, and especially by the Min-
ister it charge of unemployment relief, I
wish to point out the hardship imposed on
sons of zettlers, and especially sons of group
settlers, They are debarred from sharing
in any work available until they reach the
age of 21 years. It is deplorable to see
the privation, practically starvation, of
voung men in such a situation—their clothes
in rags. {(ould not the Minister instruet
the Unemplovment Board to allow thase
voung men to receive sustenance in the same
way as voung nen i any other walk of
life? Apain, settlers who take up virgim
land ave gebarved from sustenance and from
work alike, on the ground that they are
landowners. The IPremier has arranged to
grant those men some slight sustenance
through the Unemployment Board and the
Agricultural Bank. As regards transport
froni Boyvup Krook, mentioned by the mem-
her for Mt. Hawthorn, transport to the job
i3 in faet provided. The men finish work
on Thursday night, and the train does not
leave Boyup Brovk uutil Saturday morn-
ing; but the department would convey those
men to their buives on Friday. However,
the men contend v is more advantageous to
them to pay 3s. to a truck driver to convey
them on Baturday morning to Hester,
whence they procecd to their homes in Bun-
bury or Perth, thus avoiding the expense
of a night’s accommodation en route. The
case of limber workers’ sous alsn calls for
the Minister's consideration.

MR. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [10.13]:
E appeal to the Minister to see whether
something more cannot be done for men stiil
at Blackboy, who now receive 1s. per week
above theiy keep. Many of them are men
upwards of 50 years of age, and have done
excellent servien for this country. In view
of the approach of Christmas the Minister



{3 Novemnenr, 1832]

shonld mmke o speecial effort to do ~ome-
thing more for the men at Biackhor. The
winter months proved especially trving to
them. Their clothes are in very had eondi-
tion. When a wan wants to wash his shirt.
ke hos to take it off, waszh it, and remain
abouf in hi= waisteont nntil the shirt iy dry.
Funds were raized to improve the position,
and with the aid of a donation from the
MeNess fund semething was  aceemplished.
A little time ago the Minister allowed those
men 55, per week about their keep, and thus
they were enabled to purchase varions eszen-
tials—tobaceo, postage stamps, and =o forth,
As the wember for Katanning said, consid-
eration was being given by the Government

tn the inerease of sustenance rates, and
it waz understood that wmen on  1ds.
and  21-. per week  would bhe  raised.

Nothing has heen done to date except that
when men are sent away on various relief
Jobs they receive £1 a week for sustenance.
1t is difficult Eor thnze men to keep them-
selves and their wives and their families a<
well. Many men have been vut of work for
two or three vears and their position is in-
deed difficult.  Although we have not yet
had any authentic information, T notice from
the Press that at the recent Premiers’ Con-
ference cnnsideration was given to the rais-
ing of a loan of £4,000,000 for wnemploy-
ment relief, and that Western Anstralia is
ta receive ahount £600.000 of that amount.
That will not be sufficient to provide em-
ployment for the men who are out of work.
although it will enable those at present on
relief works to be continued in their ocen-
pations.  There are thousands of men who
will not be placed in employment as the
result of the expenditure of thar money,
whieh is totally inadequate to meet the sitn-
ation. The workless army throughout Aus-
tralia have looked in vain to the Premiers’
Conterences and Loan Council meetings for
the last two or three vears, and their hopes
that sulficient money wonld be found 1o pro-
vide work for them have not been fulfilled.
Their position has hecome hopeless.  Tn
view of the low prices ruling for whear and
wool, the position of the pastoralists and
farmers i= equally unfortunate. I hope the
position will 20on improve hecanze, with a
recovery in the prices of our staple pro-
duets. addiiional employment will be pro-
vided. At preseni the condition of the un-
emploved is distressing. They have lost
their bomes and their belongings. and the
ouflaok i= black for them. The present
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zocial svstem stands condemned. Tt is the
hounded duty of the Government to af least
provide sustenance for the workless army,
it employment cannoi be found. Tnstances
have been quoted to show that the susten-
ance payments are totally inadequate, and
the fiovernment should increase the amounts
pavable. There is much for the private em-
plevers to do and if they desire the con-
tinunnee of the present svstem that has
ennbled them to make sueh profits in the
pasi, they shonld make every efforl to pro-
vide emplosment for these who have lost
their positions during the depression. If
the situation is not remedied soon, aacther
syatem will certainly replare that obtaining
at present.  Unemployment is inereasing in-
stead of declining and if something is not
dene to arrest that tendency, disaster will
ovortake the eommunity. Unemployment is
the nost vital problem of to-day, and it is
tin:e vne Minister was appointed to devote
the whole of his attention to it. 1 is true
that a board has heen created to deal with
detailed work, but that is not suibeient. A
Minister of the Crown should undertake that
task and endeavour to cope with the sitna-
tion. As to the departmental offieers, many
of them are experienced and are carrying
put excellent work. Theirs iz a dilfienlt
task, for they are required to adjudicate as
between the applicants and the Government,
[ am aware that a pereentage of the appli-
canty for velief cndeavour to “put it over
them,” but 90 per cent. of the men who oo
lo the department are genuine in thetr de-
sire to gain information and the assistance
that their position warrants. Some com-
plaints have been voiced concerning the
younger oflicials who have been transferred
from other departments. Tt is zaid that
thex de not extend the consideration fo
these unfortunate people that they are en-
litled to. Their complaints are directed only
neaingt the junior officers hecause it is vecou-
rised that the move experienced men are
careying out a dilfieult task in very diflicult
circumstances.  They probably oecupy the
least desirable positions in the Government
serviee to-day, for they are required to lis-
ten to many tales of distress and misfortnne,
fo deal with the applications in & fair and
considerate manner. and at the same time
to comply with the departmental regula-
tions. I trust the Minister will see his way
clear to inerease the rates payable to those
in receipt of the smaller amounts particu-
larly those who are paid Tds. or 233, weekly.
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MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [10.303:
T should like to know from the Minister why
sustenanee is retused to the unemployed in
Broome, and why no man in the novthern
distriets ean wet sustenance (or more than &
week.

The Minister Cor Ratlways: How is it that
there are unemployed in Broowme?

Mr. COVERLEY : There are unemployved
men there, just as there are in every ofther
town in Western Anstralia. [ want to know
why the Minister has refused fo grant any
unemploved relief in Broome.

My, Sleeman: T move—
That progress be reported.

Mation put and negatived.

MR, SLEEMAN (Fremanfle} [100.33]:
When one glances at the Estimates of un-
entployment and outdoor velief he is struek
by the reduction in the veote from €643,000
to £300,000. Some say it is due to the fact
that a lot of it has heen switched over from
the Revenue Estimates to Loan Fund.

The Minister for Railways: That is not so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1t cannof he that em-
ployment has bheen found for any number,
hecause there are just as many unemployed
to-day as there were 12 months ago. By
“unemployed” T mean people ont of work
or working ont their sustenanee.  Some of
the unemployed who have heen sent away
from their homes are worse off than ofhors
working out sustenance. .\ number came up
from the Fraukland River to seek a scttle-
ment, bhut no settleiment was effected and =o
a large army of them had to go without Gov-
ernment velief. Many have drifted out of
the city to starve in silence along the road.
The last request they pnt up to the Govern-
ment was hy no means out of the way, ind
with a little sweef reasonableness a settlement
could have heen reached. Why it was noet
effected | eamnot understand. The only thing
the men wanted was a guarantee of 23s. 2d.
for the {wo days per week (hey worked, but
the Government refused to agree to it. If a
man has to go away into the country for two
days a week, fthe least he should get is
25s. 2l

The Minister for Hatlways: Plenty of them
would elaim the pay without having done
the waork.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Very tew of them would
do that. The Minister responsible for the
AMyalup and Stonchonse camps declared that
the work dume by the men there was emin-
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ently satisfactory. That being so, how can
the Minister for Railwavs suggest that men
in another loeality would not work and earn
their money ?

The Minister for Railways: [t is a different
crowd.

Mr. SLEEMAN: | daresay the crowd
trom Frankland River is vomposed of men
Just as wood as those who went to Myalup
anil Stonehouse.  The Minister said some
time ago that the men at Myalup were out
tu make trouble. 'There was n little trouble
there, hut still the men did their work. When
with the Leader of the Opposition T visited
those eamps, the first thing that struek me
was the wonderful way in which the men
were working,  There was no Govermment
stroke there. [[ those men would work like
that at those enmps, of eourse the men at
Frankland River would do just as well. The
great bullk of those men would bhave done
their work FaithInly.

The Minister for Railways; The offer has
been apen 1o them all the Hme. You have
read only ane of the conditions,

Ar. SLEEMAXN @ That is the only one over
which vou could disagree with them, (an
the Minister point to any other condition Lo
which he would disagree! The Government
agreed fhat there would be no vietimization.

The Alinister for Railways: We did not
agree to that, Vietimisation does net exist.

Mr, SLEEMAYN: The Government replied
that there would he no vietimisation, and <o
they agreed with that condition put up by
the men.

The Minister Lor Lands: Head the next
line.
©Mr. SEEEMAN: The reply was there
would bhe no vietimisation, but that the de-
partment reserved the wvight to sax who
should he sent to the Frankland River. That
conld only mean that the Government
would send the remainder to some other
work just as good.

Hon. 12, Collier: Or just as had.

Mr, BLEEMAY: Or just as had. low-
ever, the Government did not agree ta it.
The next request was—

fmmediate sustenimee  for the Franklaml
River men while negotiations are taking place

for the scttlement of the Frankland River
men’'s dlispute.

reached in
have heen
Frankland

taken care

A settlement could have heen
an hour, and the wmen conld
despatrhed that evening to the
River. Tf the Government had
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to ensure that the men received a fair Jdeal
they would not have lefi the job.
The Minister for Railways: They did

noi ~iart work.
Mr. SLEEMAXN: A lot of them did
start. The Minister knows that conditions

there are a little hetter Lhan they were.
But for the attitnde of the men who
ceased work, {he improvement would not
have heen made. Tf the men are gelfing
nearer to what they shonld be receiving,
they ean thank for it the men  who
mareched out. Tn the Minister’s department
there is information that the men would
be living on erveam and {roit.  Anyhow,
the reply to the request for immedinte
shistenance was—

No, their previens action does
this.

not justify

The trouble could have been settled by
the aceeptance of that vequest. If the
Minisier can show anything unreasonable
about if, I shonld like to hear it. The next
request was—

That the men unsuitalle for the work and
climatic conditions nt Frankland River he

offered relief elsewhere more suitable to their
condition.

T think the Minister will agree with that.
The reply was—

This is ngreed lo, us previously arranged.
The next refuest was—

That no man shatl he asked to work meore
thun iwe days per week to earn 23s. 240, as
ohtains in the other relief camps,

The reply was-——
The same vonditions will apply #s on other

reliet works where picrework arrangements
prevail,

The Minister for Railways:  What s
wrong with that?

Me, SLEEMAXN: Tf fhe Minister can
seid men to Myalup and Stonehouse and
pay them 23= 2d., why not treat the men
at Frankland River in the same way?
Why send the men down there under the
impression that thev were going to
work for wagrs and then put them an to
contract.

The Minister for Railways: They were
told distinetls.

Mr. SLEEMAYN: The next request was—

On acenunt of the isolation of Frankiand
River and the ddistanee from Perth, we ask
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that the work Dbe carried out on the basis of
two weeks® continnous work, with four weeks
off.

That wa~ in licu of Ewo days” work per
weel. [t would amount {o the same thing
for the Govermment and would not nffect
the ¢ost.,  The reply of the Government
was—

This cannot he agreed fo.

The next request was—

That we  he granted free railway passes
fram the various centres from where the men
wyre selecteld for this relief work.

T undevstand that the men are given a re-
turn ticket for a single fare. The reply
wis—-

The fares to Mt. Barker of 1hose men
seleeted for the first time will be met by the
Government from the centres at which the
men were pieked up to the relief works, as is
heing dene now,

The next request was—

That tree transport he provided to and from
Mt Rarker.

There is nothing unreasonahle in that. When
men ate taken 40 or 50 miles into the bush
and  their standing-down period arrives,
they should he transported to Mt. Barker
in ovder that they may travel fo their
homes.

The Minister for Lands: You do not sug-
wbst that free transport should be provided
fur every mon who wanted to o in and
out?

Mr. SLEEMAXN: When the standing-
down period arrives, transport should he
provided for o man who wishes to return o
hiz home,

The Minister for Lands: Those are single
wen,

Mr. SLEEMAYN: But do not single men
want to return to their homes nt times?
Toes the Minister think ther wonld want
{n remnin there isolated indefinitely. They
expeet to go home periodicallv to see their
friends and relatives. They would not want
to wo inta Mt Barker cvery day of the
week. The reply was—

This will be provided when men are trans-
ferred for departmental convenicnee.

Another request was—

That i€ men must be sent ont into this
wilderness, at teast a medical oflicer shall be
provided,
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The reply was—

All medienl assistance considered necessary
will be provided.

The Minister for Lands: It had already
been provided.

Mr, SLEEMAN: The next request was—

When piecework rates are to be determined,
men on the job to be entitled to clect their
own representatives from jobs committee to
take part in the fixing of rates.

The Govermment practically agreed to that,
the reply being—

In the event of a dispute arising as to the
value of work performed, n committee com-
prising a local farmer, a workers’ representa-
tive and a departmental officer will he
appointed.

The Minister for Railways: We offered
them that from the outset.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: Other requests and re-
plics were—

That proper store facilities and delivery to
the various camps he provided.

Reply—

Yes.
Reqguest—

That the veturn rail fare debited agrinst us
be wiped off.
Reply—

No; this will not be agrecd to, but extra
wark will he provided to offsct this debit.
Request—

That all storekxeeper debts ineurred through
the march-off of men he covered Ly cxtra
work.

Reply—

Yes.

Request—

That a proper water snpply be provided at
a1l camps.
Reply—

Yes.

Reouest —

That all
plied.

tools essential fo the job be sup-

Henjv—
Yos.

Reanest—

That the matter of compensation and insur-
ance covering the men bhe stated by the Gov-
crnment.
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Heply—

The amount of compensation will e gov-
erned by the amount carned, not exceeding
258, 2d.

COut of the whole of those requesis, Lhere
was practically only one with which the
Government disagreed.

The Minister for Lands: Then why did
not the men go back?

My, SLEEMAN: Because the Govern-
ment did not agree to that particular one.
If the Minister can show there was any-
thing unreasonahle in the men's request to
he paid 23s, 2d. for two days’ work, I should
like to hear it.

The Ainister for Railwavs: That was not
the original claim.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T know it was nof,

The Minister for Railways: The one you
cut out was like a bush fire—too hot for
VOl

Mr. SLEEMAN: I know what
We did not expect a Government like the
present one to aceept it.

it was,

The Minister for Lands: Nor wonld you
expect any other Government to accept il

Alr. SLEBEMAN: Notwithstandine  that
it was struck out, the men still 1eceived a
blunt refusal from the Govermment who

relied npon heing on top and able to starve
the men into submission.

Mr. Piesse: Wonld not those men he
hetter off than walking about in sandshoes?

Mr. SLEEMAN: T do not know that they
would. The hon. member is at liberty to
make a praetieal test by trying the work
for himself. T have here a letter from a
man al Frankland River.

The Minister for Lands: Do von want
some of the letters T have received read o
vou?

Mr. SLEEMAX: This letter says—

I wish to bring this under your notice,
hoping you will get Mr. Sleeman to have it
brought to the Minister controlling the sus-
tenanee mea here. There is only one general
store, which has a monopoly., Tts prices are
cxorhitant, and its services are rotten. There
was anelher storckeeper from Mt Bavker whe
hailt a store on the new townsite here, but
the officer in charge would not give him a
jrermit to trade, so | believe, which leaves us
open e be exploited,

T can well understand that. This wa~ one
of the great grievances with the men at

Stonehouse.  The storckeeper did what he
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iked with the men, who were undoubtedly
ying exploited by him

The Minister for Lands: The men are
mying bread for 3d. a leaf, and getting
mneat at 2id. to 3d. a Ih. for forequarters,
and they even get their stores delivered
wery day.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister is nol
here to know these things. This came From
L man on the spot.

The Minister for Lands: I was there only
last week end. '

(Mr. J. H. Smith took the Chuir.]

Mr SLEEMAX: These men are working
there, and these are the conditions they have
to pui up with.

The Minister for Lands: 1 eonld shame
vou it I read some of the letters we have
got from these people, who have mouey of
their own in the “kitty.” )

Mr. SLEEMAN: Does the Minister deny
that there is only one store theve?

The Minister for Lands: Tt is hetfer that
we should have made.arrangements with the
store for a fixed price in orvder to keep the
cost of things down.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The men say they
are heing exploited. When T visited
Myalup and Stonehouse I found that the
same thing applied there. One of the hig
erievances was that there was no compe-
fition with regard to the supply of stores.
Only one storekeeper was allowed to con-
duct business there. I understand that
a greengrocer fried to set up business
there but was dviven away by the officer
in charge. Competition should be allowed
so that the men may make their purchases
at something near the right price.

The Minister for Railways: How long
do you think such competition wonld last?

Mr. SLEEMAN: For quite o long time.

The Minister for Railways: You know
they soon come to an arrangement. Tt is
hetter to arrange for prices that are ac-
ceptable, even if it means giving a mono-
poly to one individual.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The business would all
be on a cash basis. There would be no
““tiek.’” T do not see what is to prevent
another storekeeper from starting in busi-
ness. If one man is given a monopoly so
that he ean do what he likes, it is easy
to understand why the men complain. The
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latest ovder [rom the department is that
no mure single mien are to be given re-
lief. They are told to get work elsewhere.
1€ the Minister could tell them where they
could find work it would be all right. It
is inhuman to say to single men, who
have not heen on sustenance, that they
are to be refused any help. This order
has gone out to the various depots so that
in future new single men asking for direet
relief will be turned down. I will test
the feeling of the Committee on that sub-
jeet at a later stage. Survely members will
not agree that the Government should do
nothing for men who are literally starv-
ing. There are also the boys who have
Just passed the age of 14, and who have
been deprived of any further assistance
front the Child Welfare Department. Many
of them are too voung fta he sent to johs
in the country, but they are told they ean
get no further velief. Then there is the
question of men who ave foreed to go into
the country on £1 per week over their sns-
tennnce. They were fold they would get
this pound over their sustenance on their
wages, that they could work up to a cer-
tain amount, and their return to theiv
homes with something in the *‘kitty,”’ re-
maining there until the inocney was spent.
I saw a letter last night from Brunswick
written by a man who had stuck loyally

to the Government, and had gone away

on the pound a week over sustenance.
When he arrived at Brunswick and started
work he found that he was only to work
for a Ffortnight on wages, and then had
to go on pieecework. Fe wrote to his wife
and told her he was sorry he had gone
there, and that he had not joined with his
mates in defying the department. He found
out that the price the Government were
paying for piecework would make it very
diffieult for him to earn B8z a day. The
Government have broken faith with those
who stock to them. They are forcing men
to wo away, and after a fortnight are
compelling them to take piecework of this
nature. By the time they get anything
in the ““kitty’” a long while will have
elapsed before they have seen their homes
again. Peculiar reasons are advanced by
olficers of the department for refusing
sustenance. Generally speaking 1  have
found the officers most obliging and cour-
teous, but some do gzive peculiar reasons
for their action. QOue man told me he was
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vedaced 7s. a week on the ground thai
e had heen dismissed from his previous
jobr for ‘general incompetepee.  Beeause
one department told another that  this
wis o reason for his leaving the other
job, he was reduced by 7s. a week. That
waz  his  own  snstenanee, and  he  still
got the sustenanee for hig wife and two
children, He was previonsly working in
the gaol, net as an inmate, hut as an cm-
plovee. He did not know of any gencral
inconipetence, and said the only reason he
was pit off was that he was dne for an
increase in pay. It took the department
two vears to find ont that he was ineom-
petent. Tt is ridiculous to say that any
man would leave a job that was likely to
he permanent in order fo go back on sus-
tenanee. 1t is evident that in xome cases
the officers are prepared to jump af any-
thing in ovder to save a few shillings fo.
their emplovers, the CGovernment. As to
the starving men who have been rvefused
sustenance, T will directly test the feeling
of the Committee on the subject.

MR. MARSHALL (Mnwrehison) 11.0]:
1 wish to refer to the attitude of the Gov-
ernment vegarding the paymenf of snsten-
ance being withheld to men on the pgold-
fields. T awree with all that has heen said
shout the differenee in allowanees to single
and married men.  Thoze o the soldfields
are eotling no assistance whatever from the
Governmenf, and mest nnwarrantable dis-
crinnnation is being shown. The taxation
thatt has been iinposed upon the peopie gen-
erally applies as mneh to those on the wold-
fields as it does to anvone else. The tax-
payers in oy electorate have for a Jong
time subseribed te their loeal hospital, and
nmake weekly eontributions townrds its up-
keep, and they, too, are paying the tax.
They have also to pay the 4%d. unemploy-
ment tax, and on top of that they have to
keep the goldfields unemployed. It is
grossly nnfaiv that such obligations should
be imposed on people simply because they
veside on the goldfields. I have no fault
tu find with the oflicers of the department.
In point of fact, they have shown them-
selves syimpathetic in every ease that 1 have
brought to their attention. T have als=o
approached the Minister, bt so far there
hits been no vesponse to my vequest for
assistance to he granted to unemployed on
the Murchizon geldfields.  Apart from as-
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sistance at the rate of 10z, per week granted
te a very few prospectors, ne manner ot
velief has bLeen afforded to the Murchison;
and | presume the same position obtains on
other golifields.  Most of the goldfields un-
etnploved are men who have migrated there
in search off work. It is ereditable to them
that they should have covered distances of
GOD or TU0 miles seeking emplovment. Hay-
ing reached the place where work was offer-
ing, they had in the first instance to rely
npon the hounty of the community to sup-
port them. [Tt is a pity that the Gm’m‘nn_l_e_gt
do not ussist sueh men to rvemain on the
woldficlds while seeking work. Mer should
not be taken away From a place where work
iz available, and hrought to the city, whers
they have to go on sustenance.

~ The Minister for Railways: The anly men
T offered to Dring back from Wiluna were
men who, ¥ had been definitely informed,
would ot get emplovment on the mines,
We were not going to keep them in the deav-
est locality in the State.

Mr. MARSHALL: The same amount of
anslenanee would be paid i Wiluna as in
Perth.  Geographical position makes no dit-
ference in that respeet. T know men were
rejecled as the vesult of medieal examination
for employvment on (he mines, hat that did
not  apply i all the men pxamined.
The women's arganisations were preparved”
to contribte towards getting the men away.
The Murchizon goldfiells wet nothing from
the Govermment except the imposition of
all kinds of taxation. This subicet was
fully dealt with on the first Supply Bill of
the session wnid on the Address-in veply, and
it seems a waste of breath to dehate the
malter further. However, T wish fo draw
attention to a ease which eame under myv
notice reeently. There is a returned soldier
with six children who is in reccipt of a
small milifary pension. Tle has also been
ir rereipt of sustenance, and for a period
the Giovernment permitted him to draw suns-
tenance on the nsual hasis, exeluding any
eonsideration of his military pension. At
the end of that period the sustenance was
veduced so as to limit the total income to

€2 0s. per week—inelading  the military
pension.  That, T consider, iz earrying the

matter te estremes. The returned soldier
i= n sieck wman requirving attention, and thers
i« a possihility of lLis military pension be-
ing ereased. The least the Govermment
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can do iz fo extend consideration to smeh u
man, whe is acenally i ill-lealth,

The Minister for Railways: The R.S.L
van take up that man’s ease.

Mr. MARSHALL: We are tou prone to
throw the responsihility on to the other
man’s shoulders. The whole community
are endeavonring i{n cxcuse themselves for
past apathy and are blaming evervone else
for the ddiffienlt position econfronting ns to-
day, The department would act at least
humanely i they extemded greater consid-
gration (o the retnrned soldier T have re-
ferved to, The Frankland River disput-
certainly revealed Inek of arganisation ™
connection with  the  departmental activi-
ties, T have not any ecomplaint to make
against the departmental offieinls, for thev
are elficient and have to Aeal with most trv-
ing work, Tt iz litHle wonder that at times
they are prritable and somefimes even be-
come offensive, although T do not hold with
that. In my opinion, a Minister should be
appointed fo take sole control of the unem-
plovment problem a1l if that were done, he
wonld probably see to it that the men sent
out on johs were classified. T so, we would
not find a man 63 years of age, with omnc
arm almost ineapacitated. being expected o
work alongside hefty voung men who had
been acveustomed to strenwous employment.
That shows the lack of rrzanisation.

Tlie Minister for Railways: You cannol
wake a general complaint againzt the de-
partmental officers.

Mr. MARSWMALL: T am not doing so.
They are working at high speed and have 2
difTienlt joh to carvy out. At the same time
they should classifs the mer before sending
them out to johs, For it is vidiculons to ex-
pect n elerk to work on piece rates against
a navvy who has just come off railway enn-
struction work. Thevefore, T say that the
Frankland River dispute ai least indicated
the necessity for o wreater degree of organ-
isation,

The Minister for Railways:
paradise coming shortly,

Mr. MARSHALL: T do not nudersiand
the Mim=ter's tnlerjection.

T ean se~

The Minister for Railwavs: You eannot,
in the civenmstances confronting us to-day,
handie 16,000 men without individual eazes
of hardship nnd mistakes heing noted. You
cannot say that the position has heen
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handled better iu any other part of Aus-
tralia.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not snggesting
that, but 1 do eontend that there should be
some elassifieation of the unemployed. That
waz apparent as the result of the Frank-
land River dispute.

The Minister for lands: And when we
olfered to take them awnyx, they begged us
1o leave them there.

Mr, MARSHALL: T am
agninst that,

The Minister for Railwavs: You know
that that dispute was definitely arranged by
a gang of Communists,

My, MARSHALL: I will not admit that
at alh

Mr. Sleeman: Does the Minister snggest
thar (wo or three men could cause that dis-
pule if there was not some veason for it?

The Minister for Railways: You know
the dispute was orgimised long bhefare it aet-
nally neenrred.

Mr, MARSHALL: I will not participate
in these aceusations regavding that dispute.
I vemind the Minister that T vead a letter
in the FMouse long hefore the dispute arose
and it showed what was oceurring. Men
were promised stores and when they went
down to the jab, they found nothing was
provided. Camps were to he there, but none
wa: available.  One man had fo buy four
hags <o that he could sleep on them for two
mghts unti] the stores arrvived. The teams
were hogred and the men were for two days
without fond or teols. That showed tack of
organisation,

The Minister for Railways: That sort of
thing happened vears ago when conditions
were pProsperous.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tf the dispute was
organised before the men went to Frauvkland
River, the indications ave that fhere was jus-
titication for it. Men do not go down into
that wet portion of the State fo suffer ron-
ditions sueh as the Frankland River men
experienced.  (ood God Almighty! What
doex the Minister think the men shoutd put
up with? T know that the officers of the
depariment ean do no more than they are
doine. T know two or three of them and
they arc men of whom T cannot speak too
highly. The officers are doing their work
well, although at times they dn fall foul of
the unemploved.

not arguing
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MR. F.C. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Tvanhoe)
[11.20} : T should like to know from the Min-
ister what is the poliey of the Government
towards unemplovment on the Lastern Gold-
tields. Nobody up there seems to kuow
whether single men if out of work are en-
titled to get sustenanee or whether destitute
mattied people ean receive sustenance, as per-
s0ns in the metropolitan avea ean. For some
time past we have had on the goldfields 400
or 500 voung men from the metropolitan
area practically living on charity. 1 have
asked them why thev did not stax in the
metropolitan area where they conld get sus-
tenanee, and they have told me thev went up
there looking for work rather than remain
ull  sustenance in the metropolitan area.
Obviously these men are genuine triers, and
if thev fail to find work on the goldfields,
they ure at least entitled to sustenance. A
new position arvises on the goldfields beeause
of the Anancial emergeney fax of $Ad. in
the pound. It has been bruited about that
this tax is imposed for the relief of unew-
ployment, and consequently people on the
goldfields who will have to pay the tax are
asking whether they will he justified in con-
tinuing ‘their voluntary assistance to the
army of unemploved nt present on the
eharity of the eommunity. In the past, I
understand, any man whe had been some
time on the goldfields leoking for work was
given a shilling and told to get out.

Mr. Sleeman drew attention to the state of
the House.

GQuorum formed.

Mr. 17 C. L. SMITIL: Another aspect of
relief on the eastern woldfields is this; It has
been the practiee for a married man in
destitule eirewmstances to apply for velief,
quite aparf from sustenance relief, and the
clerk of courts and the inspector of police
had earte blanche to give relief to such cases.
But a new system has apisen under which
every application for relief has to come
to Perth, where a big departmental officer
Judeges the merits of ihe ease from the corres-
pendence sent by the clerk of courts. Then
there is the system of applications for rail-
way passes. A man suffering from a malig-
nant growth was ordered to Perth by the
doetor, and arrangements were made for his
reception in a hospifal down here; bhut it
was found that the clerk of courts no longer
had authority fo issue railway passes, and the
application had to he sent on to Perth. In
another instanee a woman suffering from a
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malignant growth had to come ta Perth for
trentment. Some of her friends sehgeribed
the neeeszary railwoy fare, and that woman,
after being successfully treated in  Perth,
went back home mueh better in health. But
quite recently she had a rveeurrence of the
growth, and it wuag necessary for her to come
to Perth again, In support of her appliea-
tion for a railway pass, all particulars were
sent down by the clerk of courts, but the
reply went back that as her friends had

assisted  her hefore, they could assist her
again. Some of those cases need investi-
uating.

The Minister for Railways: 1 do not think
any officer wonld send sueh a lefter.

My, . -C. L. SMITH: I received the in-
formation from a reliable source.

The Minister for Railways: He might have
sent asking whether her friends eould not
assist her again.

Mr. 1n C. L. SMITH: It might have been
put that way. The inference is the same,
namely, that friends had assisted her in the
past and counld assist her again. [ hope the
Mintster will give some information as to
the poliey of the Government on unemploy-
ment on the goldfields.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Seaddan—Maylands—in reply)
{11.31]: Most of the cases introduced by
mentbers have been matlers that might have
been brounght under notice without waiting
for a general diseussion on the Estimates.
Tt is admitted that seme of the cases date
as far back ax two yenrs,

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: If von ave referring
to me, that does not applv.

The MINTSTER FOR RATILLWAYS: The
hon. member said so.

Mr. T. C. L. Smith: T mentioned that that
was when the woman had her first illness.

The MINTSTER ¥FOR RATLWAYS:
And that was two vears agn.  The otheyr
eases have heen happening sinee then. Tn-
dividual eases ean ecasilv be brought under
notice and dealt with. T say definitely that
it is not possible to landle unemplovment
to the extent that it now exists with the
most perfeet organisation withont ocea-
ginnal diflicelties ereeping in invelving ano-
malies and hardships to some individuals.
Tt is not possible to Iny down a rule which
can he applied lo every case.  The case
mentioned by the memher for Murchison, if
dealt with ns an individual ease, might have
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received different treatment from other eases
of a similar nature.

Mr, Wanshrough: Where a doctor issues
a cerlificate for a person to go to Perth for
an operation

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
have had so mueh experience of doctor’s cer-
tificates during the last two vears that T do
not think they are worth the paper they are
writfen on, and [ consider that the British
Medical Association should take some action
with regard to the certifieates issued hy doc-
tors.

Mr. Wansbrough: Surelv a doctor

The MINTSTER TFTOR RAILWAYS: T
am so disgnsted with some of the certificates
issued by some of our medical men that 1
doubt whether they are worth anything.

Mr. Wansbrough: But a Government
medical officer’s certifiente,
The MINISTER PFOR RAILWAYS:

We cannot have Government medieal offi-
cers all over the ecountry. We are expected
to comply with medieal certifientes and they
are becoming a faree. They are put in every
day. Tt is a remavkable thing that there
is no diffienlty about n man aceepting sas-
tenance work provided hy the loeal author-
ities in the meteopolitan area. There is no
suggestion of any sickness or trouble then,
but as snon as a job is offered on reliel
work:

Mr. Wansbrough: T am not referring to
that.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: T
am saving what happens in regard to doe-
tors” eertilicates. 1t is the casiest thing in
the world to get a doctor's certificate yiving
reasons why a person should not be ealled
upon to do this class of work, or why he
should not be zent there or why he should
he kept somewhere else. We should take a
hand in order to get the matter dealt with
on a different hasis, I am prepared to ad-
mit that the department probably do not
take the view that could be taken if we had
one officer for every individual who was out
of work. MWe have not officers to that ex-
tent, and cases have to he dealt with in the
aggregate, nnd they have to be dealt with
on the hasiz of fairness and justice to the
whole of the people eoncerned, In the cir-
cumistanees it is not possible to obviate dif-
ficulty arising oececasionally. The general
practice would be adopted in those eases.
Tudividual coses such as have been men-
tioned to-night would be investigated by the
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department, and there was no need for mem-
hers to wait for the general diseussion on
the Estimates to bring them up. I will get
a copy of the “Hansard” notes next week
«nd send them 1o the department and have
the cases properly investigated. On the
yuestion of poliey, there has heen no mater-
ial cbhange during the last 12 months or in
recent months. There has heen no differ.-
eine on the goldfields, broadly speaking. On
the goldfields there is better evidenee of
prosperity than anywhere else in Australia,
and there should not be the same need for
maintenance for unemployed. If a man
finds himsell permanently out of work on
the goldfields, should not he make applica-
tion for a pass to go somewhere else? It is
nei easy to remain there if he cannot get
work,

Mr. ¥. C. L. Smith: He cannot get a
pass, ‘

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: To
set work on a mine be has to pass the labo-
ratory test. That is one of the first essen-
tials. Quite a number of men go to the gold-
fields in the belef that they will be able to
pass the test. When they cannot pass, what
is the use of their remaining there?

Mr. F. C. L. 8mith: They have to wall
out.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They have not.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: Well, let us know
what they must do.

The MINISTER FOR TRAILWAYS:
The men know that if they cannot get em.
ployment over a period, they can make
application and we will shift them to where
work is available, the same as we do for
men living in the metropolitan area  Surely
there is ne point in maintaining on the
woldlields, week after week and month after
month, a man who canunot find work there.
Tn places like Walgoorlie, Boulder and Wil-
nna, living is ecostly.

Mr. Coverley: Will vou apply that prin-
viple tu the Norith-West?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When men wilfully remain, when they make
no effort to get out, they may be doing just
as well as they eould do elsewhere. T lived
in Kalgoorlie and Boulder for a number of
vears, and I know how charitable the gold-
fields people are. When a man is in con-
stunt emplovment, he never worries abont
passing out a shilling to someone who is
down and out, but a mman has te make many
shillings to get up to the basic wage. The



1608

community should not be ecalled upon to
ptovide for men who insist upon remaining
in a place where they cannot get work.
There is gpportunity for those men to pet
relief work if they will aecept it. Other-
wise lhey will not he granted sustenanee.
1 was not aware that there was unemploy-
ment in Broome. 1f there is, we shall try
to deal with it in the same way. I do not
think it desirable to keep men idle in a
place like Broome for any length of time.
Rather than pay them sustennnce to remain
in Broome, we should put them into dis-
tricts where the cost of living is lower and
where the conditions are probably more
satisfactory from the point of the people
unemployed, and find them relief work
such as we are praviding for others. I pro-
pose to lay on the Table at a later stage a
chart showing the fluetnations in the 46
commodidties, grocerics und foodstufls, in-
vestigated by the Commounwealth Statisti-
cion for the Perth metropolitan arvea in 1912
and 1931, 1t will give members a graphie
idea of the awount granted by the Child
Welfare Department for those years in re-
lation to the cost of those comnodities,
They will find, notwithstanding all that has
been said, that when there was a marked
increase in the cost of commodities, the
first increase was granted by the Gov-
ernmeunt of which T was a member,
and it has been wmaintained since, not.
withstanding that there was a high peak
in 1921 and a low point in 1931-32,
That has to be taken into aceount. If we
were justified in inereasing the allowanee
when the price of eommodities went up,
we should give consideration to making
reductions in the allowanee when prices
come down,  We have leen providing al-
lowanees on a hasis which is not at all a
disgrace to this State as eompared with
the rest of Australia.

Mr. Hegney: Is Lhere any paessibility of
ingreaging the allowance to the men at
Blackboy at Christinas time?

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS: 1
cannot commit the Giavernment upon that
matter until the Premier returns and we
know what funds will he available. Bach
vear we have f(ried to give a little addi-
tional work to provide extra ¢ash for all
men engaged on relief work, and to the
men on sustenance, during the Christmas
period. T do not think we will fail to da
that this year, but [ do not yet know what

< s0me
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the chances will be. The men at Black-
boy are unfortunately situated. It is not
in the public interest that we should dis-
cuss the matter too openly. There is a
big percentage of men who at the moment
could not take work of any nature. It
is unfortunate. They are provided with
reasonably decent  accommedation, they
are sure of shelter, and have nothing
to do but to keep themselves and their
surroundings clean. They are well fed,
and have ls. n week in their pockets, and
no questions are asked of them. If that
is not fairly good aecommodation, taking
the times into consideration, I do not know
what is. Of course they eannot go on
permanently on that basis and probably it
is desirable to give them something addi-
tional during the coming festive season.
1 will see how far we e¢an help in that
direction.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What chance is there
for sons of men in the country?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: For
reasorn  everyone imagines it is a
legitimate thing to do to impose upon the
Government. | believe there are people
wha are in business to-day trying to keep
a smiling faee although they are having a
iremendons struggle to get through, Ther
are men with families who have nothing
to do, and they all hate the idea of going
on the. dole. We have to consider them
on the hasis of being people in business in
competition with others who are also in
nusiness. Take the case of those who in-
dulge in river [lishing.  Approximately
100 men are mnking a living on the Swan
River. One of those men will say he is
not making a living, nnd put in a request
for more sustennnce, He will say bitterly
that he does not see why he should put
in his net, although he may be getting
up to 425, a week., He says ‘‘Are you
not allowed to carn something above the
sustenance?’’ e would he informed that
he could do so, hut that it would be im-
possible to cheek ap his carnings. If such
a man eould start off on Monday morning
with his nets and 42s. in his pocket, what
would happen to others who would have
nothing to start with on Monday morn-
ing? It woukl he unfair to them. One
man savs he is making 10s. 0 week, We
say, TIf o, put vour nets in more often
and give the other fellow a fair rmn.”
Other people moke every effort to main-
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tain their own families in fthe hope that
they may tide over the trouble. low are
we to decide hetween one ¢lass of persons
and another? Are we to have a number
of inspectors auditing the books of the
people who are in business? Tt is prima
facie evidence, if 2 man is carrving on
any form of business, that he ought to
he able to provide for himself. Tf net,
it is not a case of being unemploved. The
man who cannot get throngh en the land,
and requires assistanee from the Govern-
ment, should go to the department con-
cerned and not to the Unemplovment Re-
lief Board for the dole. The first respon-
sibility 15 the family responsibility.  The
father is responsible for his children in
the first place. and the children are re-
sponsible for their pavenis in the second
place. The whole community is only bear-
ing the burden which properly belongs to
the family. 1f there is the wherewithal
available the family will obtain it  Onee
a settler is allowed to get sustenanee for
his children other people will want the
same thing. 1f we eonld say definitely
that every man will he honest, that his

case  would not need the closest of
investization, that we could rely ab-
solufely  upon  evevry statement thar

was miade, we eould keep half again as
many unemploved and save a lot of moneyv
it. the process. Tmagine the Government
keeping an army of iuspectors and detee-
tives running abont to investigate ecases
v hich arise from anonymons letters! There
are people who will not sign their names
to letters drawing attention to the fact that
pcreons are not entitled to receive susten-
ance, All this wounld have to he done at
the cost of the countrv. In these matters,
c-pecially in these times, people ought to
Le honest in all their dealings. Ewvery case
will he dealt with on its merits. If appli-
cation is made from men in the eountry,
and we are satisfied that any member of the
family is in wani, becanse of the conditions
prevailing, we certainly cannot allow those
members of the familv to want anv more
than we can allow anyone else. Where a
person is earrving on a husiness it must he
accepted definitely as prima facie evidence
that the business, if it is still heing carried
on, is keeping that person. Individual cases
will be investigated. It is not worth while
discussing the ¥rankland River men. I
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say most earnestly if T thonght the men
vwho walked out of Framkland River were
really anxious fo go back, and do a fair
thing by the community, which tried to do
a fair thing by them, T would not hesitai>
ta give way a litfle in order to arrive at a
settlement. But I do not think they are
anxious to go back. T believe a fair per-
centage were never in earncst, that they
went out definitely to ecause trouble and
difficulty. T know from a recent investi-
gntion that there is definite evidence that
they hegan to orranise hefore the men gnt
thete. Thev took one man from the South-
West, and nreanged with him to go to
Frankland River o start a eammunistie
acitation.

Mr. Sleeman: You must have played inio
their hands.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
did so <uite innocently, It is deplorable
that, without a hand of inspectors and de-
tectives, we cannot trust people to do their
duty as citizens. Tn the cireumstances they
are not entitled to much consideration.
Notwithstanding all this, I am still prepared
to give them consideration if they are in
real earnest. I ask the member for Fre-
mantle to accept my assurance that there is
no desire on the part of the Government to
he vindictivee. We want to do justice to
them, but they do owe a duty to the Gov-
ernment.

AMr. Sleeman.: I helieve the matter conld
he settled ¢uite easily now,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am just as anxious about the matter ag anv-
one. Recanse T am frank and sometimes
hWunt. T am misunderstood. T am not going
to stand any monkeying. It is a duty I owe
to the community as a whole not {o stand
such a thing.  YWhile T mayv he prepared
sometimes to give and to take, T do contend
it is due to the community from those men
to whom the community did justice that they

should show consideration and treat the
community honestly and truthfully, and

avoid causing unpecessary trouble.

Mr. Hegney: What are you doing about
the men on the lower amounts, 14s. and
2s.7 .

The MINISTER FOR RAILAWAYS: I
have the matter readv for submission to the
Treasnrer upon his return, and am hopeful
that something will be done for the 14s. and
21s. men. Let me point out that the sus-
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tenance maximum of £2 9. is only ahont
a gninea short of the present basie wage.
The wman on 14s. is, no donbt, in a very
unfortunate position as eomparved with the
man on £2 955 hot with the latter it is a
question of getting the £2 9s. when he works,
whereas the other man gets the money
whether he works or not.

Mr. Sleeman; There is one important
matter to which you have not replied, and
that is the latest order of the Government,
that no further single men are to he placed
on sustenandce,

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Tt
is not intended to provide sustenance any
further for single men. They will he regis-
tered for work, and will be offered work
when it is available. Single men are being
largely absorbed, though there may be diffi-
culty oceasionally in getting them work, The
rule is not incapable of being varied. We
have, in fact, varied it, However, it is not
intended as a rule to put single men

on sustenance. Instead of heing
placed  on  sustenance, 1 vepéat, they
are to he registered and given work,

There is not a proper conception of the
responsibility of the ecitizen to the com-
munity, while therc is an adequate eoncep-
tion of the duty of the community to the
citizen. No one ever suggests what respon-
sibility the ecitizen owes to the community.
I previously gave an illustration where a
man, stepping off a tramear, hoasted of hav-
ing avoided paving his fare. He has, in faet,
robbed the man to whom he is telling the
story; but he does not appreciate that eir-
cumstance. Those who have heen in close
touch with the matter know that there are
not single cases, but numerons cases, where
men have deliberately left work which they
might have followed, because they thought
they would gef a holiday period, working
only a couple of idays per week instead of
working continuously. A ease has been
hrought under my notice where if was im-
possible to get a married couple fo go to the
country at a wage of £3 a week and found,
which is not too bad under existing condi-
tions. Single men are not as a rule being
accepted  for sustenance, but are heing
registered for relief work.

Ttem, Incidental, €3,400:

) Mr. SLEEMAN: What the Minister has
Just said does not apply merely “as a rule”
Fremantle has received the definite instruc-
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tion that no more single men are to he put
oit sustenance, At the fast pick-up of single
men, thereg were more men  offering than
were picked np. Arve the men not pieked up
te be told they must stmrve?

The Minister for Railwavs: Arve still more
men coming in to vou?

Mr. SLEEMAN: They ave always coming
in.

The Minister for Railways: Where from?

Mr. SLEEMAN: From around the distriet,
They are single men whose parvents were able
to keep them, or single men who, having got
a few shillings together, have never applied
for sustenanee previously, and ought to be
complimented on that Fact. Are we fo say
to them, “You can die until the Government
ean give yon a job, and when the Govern-
ment ean give you a joh you can live”?
There is the definite order that no wmore
single men are to be given sustenance. If
the Minister eannot give an assurance that
something will be done for these single men
until work is available, other steps will have
to be taken.

The Minister for Railways: Representa-
tives Irom Iremantle are coming to see me
to-morrow about the matter,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I left Fremantle at hal{-
past five, and [ did not know anything about
that.

The Minister for Railways: They tele-
phoned me only about an hour ago.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Tn those circumstances I
will let the matter go.

Vote put and passed.

Vaote — Uuemployment Helief, £310,774--
agreed .to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1155 pm.



